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Foreign direct investment, 2010 3
Canadian direct investment assets abroad declined in value for a second consecutive year
in 2010, on the revaluation effect of an appreciating Canadian dollar. Foreign direct investment in
Canada increased further, led by investment from the United States.

Investment in non-residential building construction, first quarter 2011 6
Investment in non-residential building construction increased 1.3% from the previous quarter
to $10.7 billion in the first quarter. This was the fifth consecutive quarterly increase and reflected
higher spending in both commercial and industrial building construction.

(continued on page 2)

Health at a glance
April 2011

Today, Statistics Canada launches a new online publication called Health at a Glance. This publication, which will be
released on an occasional basis, will consist of short informative analytical reports on health-related topics intended for
a general audience.

The inaugural article, released today, is titled "Disparities in life expectancy at birth." It compares life expectancy
in Canada to that in other countries, and examines developments in life expectancy over time, regional differences and
factors behind these differences.

Life expectancy at birth in Canada has improved considerably since the early 20th Century. For women, it increased
from 60.6 years in 1920-1922 to 83.0 years in 2005-2007, the most recent period for which there are data available. For
men, it rose from 58.8 to 78.3.

For the past 50 years, life expectancy at birth in Canada has ranked in the top 10 among the 34 country members
of the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development.

However, there are important regional differences within Canada.
Health regions with the lowest life expectancy tend to have the highest rates of smoking, obesity and heavy

drinking. They also have higher long-term unemployment rates, lower levels of education, small immigrant populations
and relatively large Aboriginal populations. They are also situated in rural or remote locations.

In addition to regional differences, life expectancy tends to vary based on neighbourhood income. Generally, lower
neighbourhood income is associated with lower life expectancy.

The article, "Disparities in life expectancy at birth" in today’s inaugural edition of Health at a Glance, Vol. 1,
no. 1 (82-624-X, free), is now available from the Key resource module of our website under Publications. For more
information about this article, contact Lawson Greenberg (613-951-1559; lawson.greenberg@statcan.gc.ca).

For more information, or to enquire about the concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact Client
Services (613-951-1746; hd-ds@statcan.gc.ca), Health Statistics Division.
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Releases

Foreign direct investment
2010

Canadian direct investment assets abroad declined in
value for a second consecutive year in 2010, largely
as a result of the revaluation effect of an appreciating
Canadian dollar. These assets were down $4.5 billion
to $616.7 billion. Foreign direct investment in Canada
increased further, led by investment from the United
States. Direct investment in Canada was up $14.0 billion
to $561.6 billion. As a result, the net direct investment
asset position narrowed further to $55.1 billion in 2010.
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Canadian direct investment abroad pulled down
by appreciating Canadian currency

The Canadian dollar appreciated against most
foreign currencies in 2010, in particular the US dollar,
the Euro and the British pound. This resulted in a
decrease in the value of Canadian direct investment
abroad, despite strong investment in existing affiliates
and mergers and acquisition activity during the year.
The overall valuation effect of an appreciating Canadian
dollar on these foreign currency denominated assets
was a decline of $35.5 billion.

Note to readers

This is the annual release of detailed foreign direct investment
data. This release contains country detail for direct investment
that is drawn from the annual survey. This information was not
available at the time of the quarterly International Investment
Position release.

Direct investment is a component of the international
investment position that refers to investment of a resident entity
in one country obtaining a lasting interest in an enterprise
resident in another country. The lasting interest implies the
existence of a long-term relationship between the direct investor
and the enterprise and a significant degree of influence by the
investor on the management of the enterprise.

In practice, direct investment is deemed to occur when a
company owns at least 10% of the voting equity in a foreign
enterprise. This report presents the cumulative year-end
positions for direct investment. In the Canadian statistics,
direct investment is measured as the total value of equity,
net long-term claims and net short-term claims held by the
enterprise across the border.

Foreign direct investment is often channeled through
intermediate holding companies or other legal entities before
reaching its ultimate destination. Since these entities are
generally in the financial sector, this sector accounts for
a larger share on an immediate investor basis than if the
ultimate destination were known. This is especially the case for
Canadian direct investment abroad.

Currency valuation
The value of direct investment abroad is denominated in

foreign currency and converted to Canadian dollars at the end
of each period for which a year-end position is calculated. When
the Canadian dollar is appreciating in value, the restatement
of the value of direct investment abroad in Canadian dollars
decreases the recorded value. The opposite is true when the
dollar is depreciating. Foreign direct investment in Canada is
directly recorded in Canadian dollar and the fluctuation of the
Canadian dollar has no impact on the recorded value.

In 2010, the Canadian dollar gained ground (+5.7%) against
the US dollar. It also appreciated by 13.0% against the euro
and 9.5% against the British pound. However, it depreciated
by 7.9% against the Japanese yen.

Lower Canadian direct investment across
a number of countries

Canadian direct investment edged down
to $249.9 billion in the United States by the end 2010.
In the United Kingdom, it declined to $70.2 billion
from a high of $73.4 billion in 2009. Canadian direct
investment in all other countries was also down slightly
to $296.6 billion, although this reflected a mix of
increases and decreases across countries.

The US share of total direct investment abroad
remained at 40.5% in 2010, while the United Kingdom
accounted for 11.4%. The share of total direct
investment in the United States and the United
Kingdom has been trending downward for several
years. Meanwhile, Canadian direct investment in Brazil,
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Russia, India and especially China (BRIC countries), as
well as investments in the Caribbean, have been on an
uptrend for most of the last 10 years.

Foreign direct investment from the United
States on the rise

Foreign direct investment in Canada rose by 2.6%
in 2010, led by stronger investment flows from the United
States. Canada’s direct investment liability to the United
States was up 5.0% to $306.1 billion in 2010. Direct
investment from all other countries combined fell 0.3%
in 2010 to $255.5 billion.

Geographical share of foreign direct investment
in Canada continues to evolve

The share of direct investment in Canada held by
American investors was up for the first time since 2004,
rising to 54.5%. The Netherlands was the second
largest direct investor in Canada in 2010, a rank
that it has maintained since 2008. The Netherlands
represented 9.2% of the total direct investment in
Canada in 2010, followed by the United Kingdom
(7.5%), Switzerland (3.6%) and France (3.4%).

Over the longer term, however, the US share of
foreign direct investment in Canada has declined, falling
from 64.6% in 2001 to 54.5% in 2010. Conversely,
over the past 10 years, the share of the "Asia/Oceania"
region has grown from 4.5% in 2001 to 11.2% in 2010.
Much of the gain from this region came from China.
Further, the share of the "Other America" region has
grown from 0.3% in 2001 to 2.7% in 2010.

Canadian direct investment abroad dominated
by financial-management industries

In 2010, 52.4% of Canadian direct investment
abroad was directed to finance, insurance and
management industries, compared with 38.1% in 2001.
The mining and oil and gas industry also increased its
share of investment abroad during the same period,
rising from 11.8% to 17.1%. As these industries were
growing in importance, manufacturing’s share fell
from 26.7% in 2001 to 14.1% in 2010.
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Foreign direct investment in Canada largely
accounted for in manufacturing

Manufacturing remains the top industry for direct
investment in Canada at 34.8% in 2010. However, its
share of the total has fallen from 42.9% in 2001. On the
other hand, the share of the mining, oil and gas industry
has grown from 12.8% in 2001 to 16.4% in 2010.

Available on CANSIM: tables 376-0038 and 376-0051
to 376-0054.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 1537.

For more information, or to order data, contact Client
Services (613-951-1855; infobalance@statcan.gc.ca).
To enquire about the methods, concepts or data
quality of this release please contact Christian
Lajule (613-951-2062; christian.lajule@statcan.gc.ca)
or Marie-Josée Lamontagne (613-951-5179;
marie-josee.lamontagne@statcan.gc.ca), Balance
of Payments Division.
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Foreign direct investment positions at year-end
2008 2009 2010

$ billions

Canadian direct investment abroad
United States 288.9 252.4 249.9
United Kingdom 65.1 73.4 70.2
Barbados 46.9 51.2 51.7
Cayman Islands 24.7 26.2 27.2
Ireland 24.4 23.0 21.5
Australia 8.6 13.3 21.0
Bahamas 12.2 14.9 14.9
Bermuda 16.0 14.0 13.8
Chile 10.9 12.2 13.3
Hungary 12.8 13.3 12.1
Brazil 9.8 8.5 9.7
France 17.1 15.7 8.8
Germany 11.0 9.7 8.7
Japan 4.2 6.6 7.3
Luxembourg 6.2 6.1 7.3
All other countries 83.2 80.7 79.3
Total 642.0 621.2 616.7

Foreign direct investment in Canada
United States 295.4 291.4 306.1
Netherlands 53.9 52.2 51.8
United Kingdom 51.3 44.8 42.2
Switzerland 20.2 22.9 20.4
France 16.9 17.7 19.0
Japan 12.4 14.4 16.0
China 5.7 12.9 14.1
Brazil 14.5 13.4 13.5
Luxembourg 8.1 10.2 11.4
All other countries 64.3 67.7 67.1
Total 542.7 547.6 561.6
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Investment in non-residential
building construction
First quarter 2011

Investment in non-residential building construction
increased 1.3% from the previous quarter to $10.7 billion
in the first quarter. This was the fifth consecutive
quarterly increase and reflected higher spending in both
commercial and industrial building construction.
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First-quarter investment increased in five provinces.
The largest gains were in Ontario and Quebec, led by
commercial investment, which was also up in seven
other provinces.

Investment in Alberta recorded the largest decline,
as a result of lower spending in the institutional
component.

Locally, investment rose in 16 of 34 census
metropolitan areas. The largest increases occurred
in Toronto, Kitchener–Cambridge–Waterloo and
St. Catherines–Niagara. Rising commercial
investment led the gains in Toronto and

Note to readers

Unless otherwise stated, this release presents seasonally
adjusted data expressed in current dollars, which ease
comparisons by removing the effects of seasonal variations.

Investments in non-residential building construction exclude
engineering construction. This series is based on the Building
Permits Survey of municipalities, which collects information on
construction intentions.

Work put-in-place patterns are assigned to each type of
structure (industrial, commercial and institutional). These work
patterns are used to distribute the value of building permits
according to project length. Work put-in-place patterns differ
according to the value of the construction project; a project
worth several million dollars will usually take longer to complete
than will a project of a few hundred thousand dollars.

Additional data from the Capital and Repair Expenditures
Survey are used to create this investment series. Investments
in non-residential building data are benchmarked to Statistics
Canada’s System of National Accounts of non-residential
building investment series.

For the purpose of this release, the census metropolitan area
of Ottawa–Gatineau (Ontario/Quebec) is divided into two areas:
the Ottawa part and the Gatineau part.

Kitchener–Cambridge–Waterloo, while institutional
investment was the main contributor in
St. Catherines–Niagara.

The largest decline occurred in Calgary, where
spending fell in both the institutional and commercial
components.

Commercial component

Investors spent $6.2 billion on commercial projects,
up 2.4% from the fourth quarter of 2010 and the fifth
consecutive quarterly gain.

Commercial investment rose in nine provinces.
The largest gain occurred in Ontario, where investment
increased 3.2% to $2.6 billion, while in Quebec
commercial investment rose 3.5% and remained
at $1.0 billion. In both provinces, the gain was led by
higher spending in the construction of office buildings.
Ontario also recorded higher investment in laboratory
and research centres.

In contrast, British Columbia recorded a decline,
mostly the result of lower spending on recreational and
office buildings.
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Industrial component

Investment in industrial projects totalled $1.2 billion
in the first quarter, up 5.3% from the previous quarter
and the fourth consecutive quarterly gain.

The first-quarter increase was attributable to higher
investment in the construction of manufacturing and
mining facilities in seven provinces, as well as higher
spending on maintenance buildings in Alberta.

Provincially, the most substantial contributions to the
quarterly increase came from Alberta, where investment
rose 15.0% to $275 million, and from Ontario, where it
advanced 2.9% to $471 million.

Industrial investment in Quebec rose 4.1%
to $251 million. Gains in Central Canada were mostly
a result of higher investment in manufacturing plants,
while increased investment in Alberta was mostly in
maintenance facilities.

First-quarter declines in Nova Scotia, Saskatchewan
and British Columbia were spread among several
industrial building categories.

Institutional component

Spending in the institutional component fell 2.2%
to $3.3 billion, the fifth consecutive quarterly decline
nationally.

The biggest contributing factor to the decline in the
first quarter was lower spending in the construction of
educational and health care facilities in Alberta.

Institutional spending was up in six provinces. The
largest increases were in Quebec, British Columbia and
Ontario, where higher investment occurred in several
institutional buildings categories.

Available on CANSIM: table 026-0016.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 5014.

More detailed data on investment in non-residential
building construction are also available in free tables
online from the Key resource module of our website
under Summary tables.

For more information, or to enquire about
the concepts, methods or data quality of this
release, contact Don Overton (613-951-1239;
bdp_information@statcan.gc.ca), Investment and
Capital Stock Division.
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Investment in non-residential building construction, by building type, by province and territory
First

quarter
2010

Fourth
quarter

2010

First
quarter

2011

Fourth
quarter

2010
to

first
quarter

2011

First
quarter

2010
to

first
quarter

2011
Seasonally adjusted

$ millions % change

Canada
Total non-residential 10,049 10,590 10,723 1.3 6.7
Industrial 1,027 1,137 1,197 5.3 16.6
Commercial 5,579 6,078 6,226 2.4 11.6
Institutional 3,443 3,375 3,299 -2.2 -4.2
Newfoundland and Labrador
Total non-residential 65 104 125 19.4 91.3
Industrial 4 13 16 26.8 275.6
Commercial 36 61 68 11.9 89.4
Institutional 25 31 41 30.8 62.6
Prince Edward Island
Total non-residential 20 28 36 29.8 81.0
Industrial 2 5 5 -2.3 192.3
Commercial 11 11 17 46.7 57.5
Institutional 8 11 14 27.9 87.4
Nova Scotia
Total non-residential 170 206 204 -0.9 19.8
Industrial 17 18 13 -29.8 -27.6
Commercial 93 113 118 4.4 27.2
Institutional 60 75 74 -2.0 22.1
New Brunswick
Total non-residential 179 195 195 -0.0 9.2
Industrial 21 13 15 23.0 -25.7
Commercial 79 76 80 5.6 1.6
Institutional 79 107 100 -6.7 25.8
Quebec
Total non-residential 1,696 1,767 1,832 3.7 8.0
Industrial 235 241 251 4.1 7.1
Commercial 958 1,007 1,042 3.5 8.8
Institutional 504 519 539 3.8 6.9
Ontario
Total non-residential 3,777 4,286 4,395 2.5 16.4
Industrial 381 458 471 2.9 23.6
Commercial 2,143 2,499 2,578 3.2 20.3
Institutional 1,252 1,330 1,346 1.2 7.5

Note: Data may not add to totals as a result of rounding.

8 Statistics Canada - Cat. no. 11-001-XIE



The Daily, April 15, 2011

Investment in non-residential building construction, by building type, by province and territory
First

quarter
2010

Fourth
quarter

2010

First
quarter

2011

Fourth
quarter

2010
to

first
quarter

2011

First
quarter

2010
to

first
quarter

2011
Seasonally adjusted

$ millions % change

Manitoba
Total non-residential 212 226 237 5.0 12.1
Industrial 20 31 37 17.6 81.8
Commercial 133 134 137 2.9 3.6
Institutional 59 61 63 3.2 7.4
Saskatchewan
Total non-residential 373 366 360 -1.7 -3.7
Industrial 70 42 40 -3.6 -42.9
Commercial 165 204 212 3.6 28.3
Institutional 138 120 108 -10.0 -21.9
Alberta
Total non-residential 2,277 2,198 2,130 -3.1 -6.5
Industrial 210 239 275 15.0 30.8
Commercial 1,189 1,259 1,276 1.3 7.3
Institutional 878 700 580 -17.2 -34.0
British Columbia
Total non-residential 1,201 1,139 1,137 -0.1 -5.3
Industrial 60 70 68 -2.6 14.6
Commercial 737 679 662 -2.4 -10.1
Institutional 405 390 407 4.3 0.5
Yukon
Total non-residential 25 23 25 9.5 0.5
Industrial 6 5 2 -49.7 -62.0
Commercial 10 8 13 56.1 34.0
Institutional 9 10 9 -2.3 7.1
Northwest Territories
Total non-residential 41 37 34 -8.8 -18.1
Industrial 0 2 3 52.8 0.0
Commercial 19 18 14 -18.6 -25.5
Institutional 22 17 16 -6.5 -26.7
Nunavut
Total non-residential 13 16 13 -16.1 2.0
Industrial 1 1 1 -22.6 51.4
Commercial 7 10 9 -13.6 19.7
Institutional 5 5 4 -20.4 -28.4

Note: Data may not add to totals as a result of rounding.

Statistics Canada - Cat. no. 11-001-XIE 9



The Daily, April 15, 2011

Investment in non-residential building construction, by census metropolitan area1

First
quarter

2010

Fourth
quarter

2010

First
quarter

2011

Fourth
quarter

2010
to

first
quarter

2011

First
quarter

2010
to

first
quarter

2011
Seasonally adjusted

$ millions % change

Total 7,577 7,882 7,868 -0.2 3.8
St. John’s 39 61 77 25.7 96.0
Halifax 98 95 92 -2.8 -6.0
Moncton 51 53 50 -6.5 -2.9
Saint John 51 41 40 -1.9 -22.0
Saguenay 56 52 47 -10.1 -15.0
Québec 229 201 198 -1.2 -13.6
Sherbrooke 49 62 65 5.2 33.4
Trois-Rivières 51 38 32 -14.6 -36.6
Montréal 783 824 824 -0.0 5.2
Ottawa–Gatineau, Ontario/Quebec 390 411 419 2.0 7.6

Gatineau part 68 70 96 37.6 40.9
Ottawa part 322 341 323 -5.3 0.6

Kingston 52 43 46 7.1 -11.7
Peterborough 32 29 21 -26.4 -33.8
Oshawa 95 98 90 -9.0 -6.1
Toronto 1,650 1,857 1,909 2.8 15.7
Hamilton 228 234 218 -7.0 -4.6
St. Catharines–Niagara 84 135 162 20.1 94.5
Kitchener–Cambridge–Waterloo 205 286 314 9.6 53.0
Brantford 37 36 39 7.8 6.6
Guelph 48 63 72 13.8 50.2
London 108 160 175 9.0 62.0
Windsor 74 109 111 1.4 49.9
Barrie 115 84 77 -7.9 -32.9
Greater Sudbury 60 68 69 1.0 14.9
Thunder Bay 16 34 32 -4.5 96.0
Winnipeg 143 144 147 2.0 2.2
Regina 96 100 102 1.8 5.4
Saskatoon 158 164 151 -7.8 -4.3
Calgary 979 896 789 -12.0 -19.4
Edmonton 694 657 664 1.1 -4.3
Kelowna 124 104 89 -14.6 -28.4
Abbotsford–Mission 28 17 28 66.9 1.3
Vancouver 609 613 610 -0.6 0.1
Victoria 144 110 109 -1.0 -24.1

1. Go online to view the census subdivisions that comprise the census metropolitan areas.
Note: Data may not add to totals as a result of rounding.
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Dairy statistics
February 2011 (preliminary)

Dairy statistics for Canada and the provinces are now
available for February.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
numbers, including related surveys, 3430, 3431 and
3432.

The first quarter 2011 issue of Dairy Statistics,
Vol. 6, no. 1 (23-014-X, free), will be available in May.

For more information, call Client Services
(toll-free 1-800-465-1991). To enquire about
the concepts, methods or data quality of this
release, contact Sandra Venturino (613-951-9278;
sandra.venturino@statcan.gc.ca), Agriculture
Division.

Crude oil and natural gas production
February 2011 (preliminary)

Provincial crude oil and marketable natural gas
production data are now available for February.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 2198.

For more information, or to enquire about the
concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact
the dissemination officer (toll-free 1-866-873-8789;
613-951-9497; energ@statcan.gc.ca), Manufacturing
and Energy Division.

Supply and disposition of crude oil and
equivalent
August 2010

Data on the supply and disposition of crude oil and
equivalent are now available for August.

Available on CANSIM: table 126-0001.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 2198.

For more information, or to enquire about the
concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact
the dissemination officer (toll-free 1-866-873-8789;
613-951-9497; energ@statcan.gc.ca), Manufacturing
and Energy Division.

Pipeline transportation of crude oil and
refined petroleum products
August 2010

Data on the net receipts of crude oil and equivalent
hydrocarbons, liquefied petroleum gases and refined
petroleum products, pipeline exports of crude oil and
deliveries of crude oil by pipeline to Canadian refineries
are now available for August.

Available on CANSIM: tables 133-0001 to 133-0005.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
numbers, including related surveys, 2148 and 2191.

For more information, or to enquire about the
concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact
the dissemination officer (toll-free 1-866-873-8789;
613-951-9497; energ@statcan.gc.ca), Manufacturing
and Energy Division.
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New products and studies

Steel, Tubular Products and Steel Wire,
February 2011, Vol. 7, no. 2
Catalogue number 41-019-X (PDF, free; HTML, free)

New Motor Vehicle Sales, February 2011, Vol. 83,
no. 2
Catalogue number 63-007-X (PDF, free; HTML, free)

Health at a Glance,
Catalogue number 82-624-X (PDF, free; HTML, free)

All prices are in Canadian dollars and exclude sales
tax. Additional shipping charges apply for delivery
outside Canada.

Catalogue numbers with an -XWE, -XIB or an -XIE
extension are Internet versions; those with -XMB or
-XME are microfiche; -XPB or -XPE are paper versions;
-XDB or -XDE are electronic versions on diskette; -XCB
or -XCE are electronic versions on compact disc; -XVB
or -XVE are electronic versions on DVD and -XBB or
-XBE a database.

How to order products

To order by phone, please refer to:
• The title • The catalogue number • The volume number • The issue number • Your credit card number.

From Canada and the United States, call: 1-800-267-6677
From other countries, call: 1-613-951-2800
To fax your order, call: 1-877-287-4369

To order by mail, write to: Statistics Canada, Finance, 6th floor, R.H. Coats Bldg., Ottawa, K1A 0T6.
Include a cheque or money order payable to Receiver General of Canada/Publications. Canadian customers
add 5% GST and applicable PST.

To order by Internet, write to: infostats@statcan.gc.ca or download an electronic version by accessing Statistics Canada’s
website at www.statcan.gc.ca and browse by “Key resource” > “Publications.”

Authorized agents and bookstores also carry Statistics Canada’s catalogued publications.
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Release dates: April 18 to April 21, 2011

(Release dates are subject to change.)

Release
date

Title Reference period

18 Canada’s international transactions in securities February 2011
18 Employment Insurance February 2011
19 Wholesale trade February 2011
19 Consumer Price Index March 2011
19 Leading indicators March 2011
20 Control and sale of alcoholic beverages 2010
20 Travel between Canada and other countries February 2011
21 Retail trade February 2011
21 Canadian Social Trends April 2011
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