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Releases

Payroll employment, earnings and
hours
August 2011 (preliminary)

Average weekly earnings of non-farm payroll employees
increased 0.8% from July to $877.28 in August, following
two months of small declines. On a year-over-year basis,
average weekly earnings rose 1.9%, the lowest growth
rate since November 2009.

Year-over-year change in average weekly hours
and average weekly earnings
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The 1.9% year-over-year increase reflects a number
of factors, such as wage growth and changes in the
composition of employment by industry, by occupation
and by level of job experience.

A decrease in average hours worked per week
was also a factor in the 1.9% year-over-year
growth in earnings in August. The average
work week declined 0.3% from 33.0 hours in
August 2010 to 32.9 hours in August 2011. Average
hours fell in both the goods and services sectors.

Note to readers

The Survey of Employment, Payrolls and Hours (SEPH) is
a business census of non-farm payroll employees. Its key
objective is to provide a monthly portrait of the level of earnings,
the number of jobs and hours worked by detailed industry at the
national, provincial and territorial level.

Statistics Canada also produces employment estimates from
its monthly Labour Force Survey (LFS). The LFS is a household
survey whose main objective is to divide the working-age
population into three mutually exclusive groups: the employed
(including the self-employed), unemployed and not in the labour
force. This survey is the official source for the unemployment
rate and collects data on the socio-demographic characteristics
of all those in the labour market.

As a result of conceptual and methodological differences,
estimates of changes from SEPH and LFS do differ from time
to time. However, the trends in the data are quite similar.

Unless otherwise stated, this release presents seasonally
adjusted data, which facilitates comparisons by removing the
effects of seasonal variations.

Non-farm payroll employment data are for all hourly and
salaried employees, as well as "other employees" category,
which includes piece-rate and commission-only employees.

Average weekly hours data are for hourly and salaried
employees only and exclude businesses which could not be
classified to a North American Industrial Classification System
code.

All earnings data include overtime pay and exclude
businesses which could not be classified to a North American
Industrial Classification System code.

Average weekly earnings are derived by dividing total weekly
earnings by the number of employees.

Data on the education sector

Changes in payroll employment in education during
the summer months can be affected by changes in payment
schedules and school-year calendars. Month-to-month changes
should therefore be interpreted with caution, and more attention
given to long-term trends.

Average weekly hours increased 0.3% from July,
contributing to the 0.8% increase in average weekly
earnings in August.

Average weekly earnings up in every province

Average weekly earnings rose in every province
in the 12 months to August, led by increases in
Newfoundland and Labrador, New Brunswick and
Alberta.
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Year-over-year change in average weekly earnings
by province, August 2010 to August 2011
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On a year-over-year basis, average weekly earnings
increased 4.7% to $875.07 in Newfoundland and
Labrador. Earnings in this province have grown
at a higher rate than the national average since
December 2010.

Average weekly earnings in New Brunswick
amounted to $792.01, up 4.5% from August 2010.

In Alberta, earnings increased 4.4% over the same
period to $1,045.24. Earnings in Alberta remain the
highest of all provinces (see "Provincial profile" section
of this release).

The lowest growth rate occurred in Ontario, where
the average weekly earnings of $894.17 in August have
changed little since February 2011.

Average weekly earnings by industry

Year-over-year growth in average weekly earnings
exceeded the national average of 1.9% in five of
Canada’s largest industrial sectors: educational
services; wholesale trade; administrative and support
services; construction; and retail trade. At the same
time, earnings declined in accommodation and food
services; health care and social assistance; and
manufacturing.

Year-over-year change in average weekly earnings in
the 10 largest sectors, August 2010 to August 2011
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In wholesale trade, average weekly earnings
rose 4.7% to $1,052.52. Year-over-year growth in
earnings among the larger wholesaler-distributor
industries has been highest for those in food, beverage,
tobacco; miscellaneous; and personal household
goods.

Non-farm payroll employment by sector

On a monthly basis, non-farm payroll employment
increased by 4,800 in August. Year over year,
employment was up 1.6% (+238,400).

Monthly payroll employment increased in health
care and social assistance, accommodation and food
services and retail trade in August, while declines
occurred in public administration, construction
and manufacturing. The monthly decline in public
administration was driven by the end of temporary jobs
associated with the census program.

In the 12 months to August, among the 10 largest
sectors, there was above-average growth in the number
of employees in professional, scientific and technical
services; construction; wholesale trade; health care
and social assistance; and accommodation and food
services.
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Provincial profile: Alberta

From time to time, this release profiles an industrial
sector or a province with a notable trend in earnings,
hours or employment. This month, trends in Alberta are
analyzed because of its higher-than-average growth in
earnings, employment and hours during the past two
years.

In August, non-farm payroll employment totalled
nearly 1.8 million in Alberta, 12.2% of the national
total. Between August 2010 and August 2011, payroll
employment increased 4.5% (+78,800), the fastest
growth rate of any province and nearly three times the
national rate of 1.6%.

During the economic downturn of 2008 and 2009,
payroll employment in Alberta declined at a much
faster pace than the national average. Between
August 2008 and August 2009, payroll employment in
the province fell 5.1% compared with a 2.7% decline
nationally.

However, from August 2009 to August 2011,
employment levels more than recovered in Alberta,
increasing 7.2% compared with the national average
of 3.4%. Half of Alberta’s increase has occurred since
January 2011.

Payroll employment in Alberta, January 2008 to
August 2011
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In the 12 months to August, payroll job gains in
Alberta were widespread in the goods and services
sectors.

The largest gains in the goods sector were in utility
system construction; support activities for mining and oil
and gas extraction; and oil and gas extraction.

Among the service sectors, the largest gains were in
architectural, engineering and related services; traveller
accommodation; restaurants; wholesalers of machinery,
equipment and supplies; services to buildings and
dwellings; employment services; machinery and
equipment repair and maintenance; and specialized
freight trucking.

Alberta has recorded the highest average weekly
earnings of all provinces since 2005, when it surpassed
Ontario. In the 12 months to August 2011, average
weekly earnings in Alberta increased 4.4% to $1,045.24,
one of the largest growth rates provincially.

Among the larger sectors, the increase in earnings
over this period was above average in administrative and
support services; wholesale trade; transportation and
warehousing; and construction.

Compared with other provinces, Alberta has a
higher share of employees who work in the goods
sector, particularly in mining, quarrying and oil and gas
extraction; and construction. A larger proportion of
Alberta employees also work in professional, scientific
and technical services than in other provinces. These
industries, which are higher paying, are a factor in
Alberta’s higher average wages.

Employees in Alberta also work more hours than
employees in other provinces, in both the goods and
services sectors. Average weekly hours worked in
Alberta totalled 34.3 hours in August, compared with
the national average of 32.9 hours.

In the goods sector, employees in Alberta worked
an average of 40.2 hours a week in August, compared
with the national average of 38.0 hours. In the services
sector, average hours totalled 32.8 hours in Alberta,
compared with 32.1 hours nationally.

While hours worked declined in most provinces
in the 12 months to August, average weekly hours
increased 0.9% in Alberta from 34.0 hours to 34.3 hours.

Available on CANSIM: tables 281-0023 to 281-0039
and 281-0041 to 281-0049.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 2612.

A data table is available from the Key resource
module of our website under Summary tables.

Detailed industry data, data by size of enterprise
based on employment, and other labour market
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indicators are now available in the August 2011 issue
of Employment, Earnings and Hours, Vol. 89, no. 8
(72-002-X, free). From the Key resource module of our
website, choose Publications.

Data on payroll employment, earnings and hours for
September will be released on November 24.

For more information, contact Statistics
Canada’s National Contact Centre (613-951-8116;

toll-free 1-800-263-1136; infostats@statcan.gc.ca),
Communications Division. To enquire about the
concepts, methods or data quality of this release,
contact Jeannine Usalcas (613-951-4720), Labour
Statistics Division.

Average weekly earnings (including overtime) for all employees – Seasonally adjusted
Industry group (North American Industry
Classification System)

August
2010

July
2011r

August
2011p

July
to

August
2011

August
2010

to
August

2011
current dollars % change

Sector aggregate 860.64 870.35 877.28 0.8 1.9
Forestry, logging and support 963.08 966.05 936.15 -3.1 -2.8
Mining and quarrying, and oil and gas extraction 1,765.45 1,713.24 1,750.21 2.2 -0.9
Utilities 1,555.08 1,671.82 1,699.44 1.7 9.3
Construction 1,068.87 1,085.18 1,098.39 1.2 2.8
Manufacturing 978.42 965.34 975.85 1.1 -0.3
Wholesale trade 1,004.85 1,049.16 1,052.52 0.3 4.7
Retail trade 502.15 520.25 513.42 -1.3 2.2
Transportation and warehousing 892.71 925.58 933.87 0.9 4.6
Information and cultural industries 1,077.99 1,064.42 1,084.70 1.9 0.6
Finance and insurance 1,050.20 1,057.04 1,041.61 -1.5 -0.8
Real estate and rental and leasing 778.90 847.69 850.34 0.3 9.2
Professional, scientific and technical services 1,180.60 1,201.84 1,187.38 -1.2 0.6
Management of companies and enterprises 1,117.32 1,178.74 1,206.14 2.3 7.9
Administrative and support, waste management

and remediation services 722.56 728.85 754.58 3.5 4.4
Educational services 948.30 958.47 996.02 3.9 5.0
Health care and social assistance 799.34 799.04 791.06 -1.0 -1.0
Arts, entertainment and recreation 554.61 540.96 528.00 -2.4 -4.8
Accommodation and food services 361.45 359.45 357.34 -0.6 -1.1
Other services (excluding public administration) 666.96 688.77 700.94 1.8 5.1
Public administration 1,103.12 1,114.37 1,120.90 0.6 1.6
Provinces and territories
Newfoundland and Labrador 835.58 872.96 875.07 0.2 4.7
Prince Edward Island 703.82 714.57 718.99 0.6 2.2
Nova Scotia 759.52 769.84 772.01 0.3 1.6
New Brunswick 758.10 787.43 792.01 0.6 4.5
Quebec 784.56 802.82 796.53 -0.8 1.5
Ontario 890.79 891.66 894.17 0.3 0.4
Manitoba 790.50 810.27 819.02 1.1 3.6
Saskatchewan 848.62 867.73 878.07 1.2 3.5
Alberta 1,001.52 1,026.42 1,045.24 1.8 4.4
British Columbia 822.07 830.14 845.66 1.9 2.9
Yukon 917.24 975.75 986.41 1.1 7.5
Northwest Territories¹ 1,220.35 1,245.94 1,279.81 2.7 4.9
Nunavut¹ 859.75 933.80 968.04 3.7 12.6

r revised
p preliminary
1. Data not seasonally adjusted.
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Number of employees – Seasonally adjusted
Industry group (North American Industry
Classification System)

December
2010

August
2010

July
2011r

August
2011p

July
to

August
2011

August
2010

to
August

2011

December
2010

to
August

2011
thousands % change

Sector aggregate 14,842.2 14,745.8 14,979.4 14,984.2 0.0 1.6 1.0
Forestry, logging and support 39.8 39.0 39.2 39.6 1.0 1.5 -0.5
Mining and quarrying, and oil and gas extraction 197.3 189.9 204.6 205.0 0.2 8.0 3.9
Utilities 120.2 118.1 124.0 123.8 -0.2 4.8 3.0
Construction 834.4 821.8 852.3 843.8 -1.0 2.7 1.1
Manufacturing 1,469.3 1,469.5 1,485.0 1,480.0 -0.3 0.7 0.7
Wholesale trade 735.1 729.9 745.2 746.9 0.2 2.3 1.6
Retail trade 1,864.1 1,850.1 1,842.2 1,846.2 0.2 -0.2 -1.0
Transportation and warehousing 675.6 667.6 680.4 680.9 0.1 2.0 0.8
Information and cultural industries 333.2 326.2 324.3 326.2 0.6 0.0 -2.1
Finance and insurance 677.7 681.6 683.7 686.0 0.3 0.6 1.2
Real estate and rental and leasing 248.9 241.6 244.1 244.2 0.0 1.1 -1.9
Professional, scientific and technical services 764.5 758.8 780.7 781.8 0.1 3.0 2.3
Management of companies and enterprises 105.8 105.4 103.5 102.9 -0.6 -2.4 -2.7
Administrative and support, waste management

and remediation services 734.2 734.9 742.6 745.2 0.4 1.4 1.5
Educational services 1,167.8 1,169.9 1,157.6 1,160.9 0.3 -0.8 -0.6
Health care and social assistance 1,634.5 1,622.4 1,653.3 1,659.6 0.4 2.3 1.5
Arts, entertainment and recreation 244.9 247.8 248.0 247.3 -0.3 -0.2 1.0
Accommodation and food services 1,066.8 1,062.0 1,079.3 1,084.8 0.5 2.1 1.7
Other services (excluding public administration) 510.9 505.6 515.8 516.3 0.1 2.1 1.1
Public administration 1,053.2 1,048.1 1,066.3 1,055.4 -1.0 0.7 0.2
Provinces and territories
Newfoundland and Labrador 203.9 198.7 204.7 204.5 -0.1 2.9 0.3
Prince Edward Island 64.6 65.1 64.9 64.2 -1.1 -1.4 -0.6
Nova Scotia 411.5 404.6 408.7 405.5 -0.8 0.2 -1.5
New Brunswick 321.9 323.6 319.3 317.7 -0.5 -1.8 -1.3
Quebec 3,406.7 3,388.9 3,416.9 3,409.6 -0.2 0.6 0.1
Ontario 5,690.3 5,661.8 5,739.0 5,749.2 0.2 1.5 1.0
Manitoba 561.3 557.8 564.9 565.2 0.1 1.3 0.7
Saskatchewan 446.5 441.5 450.5 452.4 0.4 2.5 1.3
Alberta 1,770.0 1,748.6 1,821.1 1,827.4 0.3 4.5 3.2
British Columbia 1,906.1 1,897.2 1,928.8 1,927.9 0.0 1.6 1.1
Yukon 20.1 19.8 20.5 20.6 0.5 4.0 2.5
Northwest Territories¹ 27.8 28.1 29.2 29.1 -0.3 3.6 4.7
Nunavut¹ 11.4 11.1 11.4 11.8 3.5 6.3 3.5

r revised
p preliminary
1. Data not seasonally adjusted.
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Oilseed crushing statistics
September 2011

Canadian oilseed processors crushed 590 938 tonnes
of canola in September. Oil production
totalled 260 222 tonnes while meal production
amounted to 333 775 tonnes.

Available on CANSIM: table 001-0005.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 3404.

The September 2011 issue of Cereals and Oilseeds
Review (22-007-X, free) will be available in November.

For more information, or to enquire about the
concepts, methods or data quality of this release,
contact Client Services (toll-free 1-800-465-1991;
agriculture@statcan.gc.ca), Agriculture Division.

Deliveries of major grains
September 2011

Data on major grain deliveries are now available for
September.

Available on CANSIM: table 001-0001.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
numbers, including related surveys, 3403, 3404,
3443, 5046 and 5153.

The September 2011 issue of Cereals and Oilseeds
Review (22-007-X, free) will be available in November.

For more information, or to enquire about the
concepts, methods or data quality of this release,
contact Client Services (toll-free 1-800-465-1991;
agriculture@statcan.gc.ca), Agriculture Division.

Cereals and oilseeds review
August 2011

Data from the August issue of Cereals and Oilseeds
Review are now available. August’s issue contains an
overview of market conditions in September.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
numbers, including related surveys, 3401, 3403,
3404, 3443, 3464, 3476 and 5046.

The August 2011 issue of Cereals and Oilseeds
Review, Vol. 34, no. 8 (22-007-X, free), is now available.

From the Key resource module of our website, choose
Publications.

For more information, or to enquire about the
concepts, methods or data quality of this release,
contact Client Services (toll-free 1-800-465-1991;
agriculture@statcan.gc.ca), Agriculture Division.

Stocks of frozen and chilled meats
October 2011

Data on stocks of frozen and chilled meats are now
available for October.

Note: This release contains data on stock holdings for
various cuts of pork, beef, veal, poultry, mutton and
fancy meats at the Canada level, as well as total red
meats at the regional level. This release also contains
the holdings of imported meat at the national level for
the same periods.

Available on CANSIM: tables 003-0081 and 003-0082.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 3423.

The October 2011 issue of Stocks of Frozen and
Chilled Meats, Vol. 6, no. 3 (23-009-X, free), is now
available from the Key resource module of our website
under Publications.

For more information, or to order data, contact
Client Services (toll-free 1-800-465-1991). To enquire
about the concepts, methods and data quality of this
release, contact Barbara McLaughlin (902-893-7251;
barbara.mclaughlin@statcan.gc.ca), Agriculture
Division.

Placement of hatchery chicks and turkey
poults
September 2011 (preliminary)

Monthly placements of hatchery chicks and turkey poults
statistics are now available for September.

Available on CANSIM: table 003-0021.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 5039.

For more information, call Client Services
(toll-free 1-800-465-1991). To enquire about
the concepts, methods or data quality of this
release, contact Emily Makosky (613-951-2442;
emily.makosky@statcan.gc.ca), Agriculture Division.
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New products and studies

Study: Analytical Studies Branch Research Paper
Series: "Age at Immigration and the Education
Outcomes of Children", no. 336
Catalogue number 11F0019M2011336 (PDF, free;
HTML, free)

Cereals and Oilseeds Review, August 2011, Vol. 34,
no. 8
Catalogue number 22-007-X (PDF, free; HTML, free)

Stocks of Frozen and Chilled Meats, October 2011,
Vol. 6, no. 3
Catalogue number 23-009-X (PDF, free; HTML, free)

Employment, Earnings and Hours, August 2011,
Vol. 89, no. 8
Catalogue number 72-002-X (PDF, free; HTML, free)

Income Research Paper Series: "User’s Guide for
Cross-Sectional Public-Use Microdata File: Survey
of Labour and Income Dynamics (SLID)", 2009, no. 4
Catalogue number 75F0002M2011004 (PDF, free;
HTML, free)

Survey of Labour and Income Dynamics:
Public-Use Microdata File, 2009
Catalogue number 75M0010X (CD-ROM, free)

All prices are in Canadian dollars and exclude sales
tax. Additional shipping charges apply for delivery
outside Canada.

Catalogue numbers with an -XWE, -XIB or an -XIE
extension are Internet versions; those with -XMB or
-XME are microfiche; -XPB or -XPE are paper versions;
-XDB or -XDE are electronic versions on diskette; -XCB
or -XCE are electronic versions on compact disc; -XVB
or -XVE are electronic versions on DVD and -XBB or
-XBE a database.

How to order products

To order by phone, please refer to:
• The title • The catalogue number • The volume number • The issue number • Your credit card number.

From Canada and the United States, call: 1-800-267-6677
From other countries, call: 1-613-951-2800
To fax your order, call: 1-877-287-4369

To order by mail, write to: Statistics Canada, Finance, 6th floor, R.H. Coats Bldg., Ottawa, K1A 0T6.
Include a cheque or money order payable to Receiver General of Canada/Publications. Canadian customers
add 5% GST and applicable PST.

To order by Internet, write to: infostats@statcan.gc.ca or download an electronic version by accessing Statistics Canada’s
website at www.statcan.gc.ca and browse by “Key resource” > “Publications.”

Authorized agents and bookstores also carry Statistics Canada’s catalogued publications.
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