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As of July 1, 2012, Canada's population was estimated at 34,880,500, an increase of 396,500 or 1.1% from the
same date in 2011.

This was slightly higher than what was observed in the previous year (+1.0%) and was similar to the average
growth rate of the past 20 years.

Canada's annual growth rate in 2011/2012 was the highest among G8 countries for the same period. Other
G8 rates ranged from a decline of 0.3% (Japan) to an increase of 0.7% (United States).

Net international migration has been the main source of population growth for Canada since 1993/1994. For the
year ending June 30, 2012, net international migration represented two-thirds of the country's population growth.

Chart 1
Demographic growth rate, Canada, year ending June 30

Population growth higher on the Prairies

Overall, demographic growth in 2011/2012 was lower in the Atlantic provinces and higher in the Prairie provinces.

Growth rates exceeded the national average of 1.1% in Alberta (+2.5%), Saskatchewan (+2.1%), Yukon (+2.0%)
and Manitoba (+1.2%).
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Chart 2
Demographic growth rate by province and territory, Canada, year ended June 30, 2012

Nunavut (+2.0%) had the country's highest rate of natural increase in 2011/2012. Among the provinces, the highest
rate occurred in Alberta (+0.8%), which has been the case since 1980/1981.

In terms of international migration, Saskatchewan (+1.3%) had the strongest growth. Other provinces with
international migration growth above the national average of 0.8% were Prince Edward Island (+1.1%), Manitoba
(+1.1%) and Alberta (+1.0%).

For provinces and territories, demographic growth was the result not only of natural increase and net international
migration, but also of net interprovincial migration. The population of two provinces – Alberta and Saskatchewan –
increased as a result of interprovincial migration. Alberta had a net inflow of 28,200 (+0.7%) and Saskatchewan, a
net inflow of 2,800 (+0.3%). On the other hand, Prince Edward Island (-0.9%) had the highest rate of net outflow
among the provinces.

Population continuing to age

As of July 1, 2012, the median age of the Canadian population was 40.0 years. That is, half of the population was
older and half younger. In the past 20 years, that is between 1992 and 2012, the median age in Canada has
increased by 6.4 years.

The median age in 2012 was still higher for women (41.0 years) than men (39.0 years). This difference is largely
explained by a persistent, although diminishing, gap in life expectancy in favor of women.

The number of children aged 14 and under was estimated at 5,663,200. They represented 16.2% of the total
population, down from 20.7% in 1992.

The number of seniors aged 65 or older was estimated at 5,186,800. They represented 14.9% of the total
population, up from 11.6% in 1992. The proportion of seniors will grow rapidly in the coming years as baby boomers
reach the age of 65.
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The number of seniors is approaching the number of children. Between 1992 and 2012, the number of seniors
increased 57.6%, while the number of children fell 3.6%. As a result, on July 1, 2012, children outnumbered seniors
by 476,300, compared with close to 2.6 million on the same date in 1992.

Regional differences in age structure

Overall, the nation's youngest populations are found in the territories, more specifically in Nunavut and the
Northwest Territories, and the oldest in the Atlantic provinces. This trend has remained steady for several years and
is the result of regional differences in demographic behaviours.

As of July 1, 2012, Newfoundland and Labrador had the highest median age in the country at 44.2 years.

Chart 3
Median age by province and territory, Canada, July 1, 2012 

Although it is also ageing, the youngest population was in Nunavut, where the median was 24.7 years. This was
mainly the result of a higher fertility rate combined with a lower life expectancy.

The median age in Alberta was 36.1 years on July 1, 2012, the lowest among the provinces.
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Note to readers

Estimates in this release are based on 2006 Census counts adjusted for census net undercoverage to which is added the estimated
demographic growth from May 16, 2006 to June 30, 2012.

The 2011 Census population counts were released on February 8, 2012. Population estimates based on the 2011 Census counts,
adjusted for census net undercoverage, will be available in September 2013 for provinces and territories and in February 2014 for
sub-provincial areas.

This release mainly focuses on preliminary postcensal population estimates by age and sex as of July 1, 2012. The estimates presented
in this release are subject to revision. Future updates could affect the analysis of trends.

Unless otherwise stated, historical comparisons in this analysis relate to the period between July 1, 1971 and July 1, 2012, the period
covered by the current system of demographic accounts.

Natural increase is the change in population size over a given period as a result of the difference between the number of births and the
number of deaths.

Net international migration is the change in population size over a given period as a result of movements of population between
Canada and other countries that involve a change in the usual place of residence. A distinction is made between immigrants, emigrants,
returning emigrants, net temporary emigrants and net non-permanent residents.

Non-permanent residents (also called temporary residents) are people from another country who have a work or study permit, or who
are refugee claimants, and family members living in Canada with them.

Median age is the age at which 50% of the population is older and 50% is younger.

Table 1
Components and factors of demographic growth
      July 1, 2010 to June 30,

20111

  July 1, 2011 to June 30,
20122

  2011/2012 and
2010/2011

    number   difference

Total growth 357,428 396,516 39,088
Natural increase 131,075 129,356 -1,719

Births 378,683 381,598 2,915
Deaths 247,608 252,242 4,634

Net international migration 226,353 267,160 40,807
Immigration 259,106 259,969 863
Net non-permanent residents 13,621 54,475 40,854
Emigration3 46,374 47,284 910

1.  Updated estimates, with the exception of the immigration estimate which is final.
2.  Preliminary estimates.
3.  Emigration also takes into account net temporary emigration and returning emigration.
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Table 2
Annual population estimates
      July 1, 20111   July 1, 20122   2011/2012

    number   % change

Canada 34,483,975 34,880,491 1.1
Newfoundland and Labrador 512,900 512,659 -0.0
Prince Edward Island 145,695 146,105 0.3
Nova Scotia 948,458 948,695 0.0
New Brunswick 755,335 755,950 0.1
Quebec 7,977,989 8,054,756 1.0
Ontario 13,366,294 13,505,900 1.0
Manitoba 1,251,690 1,267,003 1.2
Saskatchewan 1,057,804 1,079,958 2.1
Alberta 3,778,072 3,873,745 2.5
British Columbia 4,576,577 4,622,573 1.0
Yukon 35,398 36,101 2.0
Northwest Territories 44,212 43,349 -2.0
Nunavut 33,551 33,697 0.4

1.  Updated postcensal estimates.
2.  Preliminary postcensal estimates.
Note(s):   These estimates are based on 2006 Census population counts adjusted for census net undercoverage and incompletely enumerated Indian reserves.

Table 3
Population estimates1, age distribution and median age as of July 1, 2012, Canada, provinces and
territories
      Population   0 to 14 years   15 to 64 years   65 years and

over

  Median age

    number   %   years

Canada 34,880,491 16.2 68.9 14.9 40.0
Newfoundland and Labrador 512,659 14.8 68.6 16.6 44.2
Prince Edward Island 146,105 15.7 67.9 16.4 42.6
Nova Scotia 948,695 14.5 68.4 17.2 43.4
New Brunswick 755,950 15.0 68.1 17.0 43.4
Quebec 8,054,756 15.5 68.3 16.2 41.5
Ontario 13,505,900 16.3 69.1 14.6 39.8
Manitoba 1,267,003 18.8 67.0 14.2 37.6
Saskatchewan 1,079,958 19.1 66.2 14.7 37.1
Alberta 3,873,745 18.3 70.6 11.1 36.1
British Columbia 4,622,573 14.8 69.3 15.9 41.4
Yukon 36,101 17.1 73.5 9.4 39.4
Northwest Territories 43,349 21.4 72.4 6.2 32.1
Nunavut 33,697 31.7 64.9 3.3 24.7

1.  Preliminary postcensal estimates.
Note(s):   Figures in percent may not add up to 100% as a result of rounding.
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Table 4
Population estimates1 by sex and age group as of July 1, 2012, Canada
      Total   Male   Female

Total 34,880,491 17,309,143 17,571,348
0 to 4 years 1,928,762 988,702 940,060
5 to 9 years 1,857,086 955,026 902,060
10 to 14 years 1,877,315 964,740 912,575
15 to 19 years 2,162,960 1,108,238 1,054,722
20 to 24 years 2,441,086 1,254,222 1,186,864
25 to 29 years 2,452,285 1,246,818 1,205,467
30 to 34 years 2,406,319 1,203,520 1,202,799
35 to 39 years 2,307,219 1,155,226 1,151,993
40 to 44 years 2,384,574 1,199,401 1,185,173
45 to 49 years 2,681,337 1,350,108 1,331,229
50 to 54 years 2,703,198 1,352,288 1,350,910
55 to 59 years 2,428,528 1,199,013 1,229,515
60 to 64 years 2,063,000 1,010,196 1,052,804
65 to 69 years 1,645,143 797,942 847,201
70 to 74 years 1,190,654 563,820 626,834
75 to 79 years 924,085 418,918 505,167
80 to 84 years 718,825 303,603 415,222
85 to 89 years 450,986 164,114 286,872
90 to 94 years 196,109 58,642 137,467
95 to 99 years 51,738 12,429 39,309
100 years and over 9,282 2,177 7,105

1.  Preliminary postcensal estimates.

Available without charge in CANSIM: tables 051-0001, 051-0002, 051-0004, 051-0005, 051-0011 to
051-0013, 051-0018, 051-0019 and 051-0041.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey number 3604.

The Annual Demographic Estimates: Canada, Provinces and Territories, 2012 (91-215-X, free), is now
available from the Key resource module of our website under Publications.

For more information, or to enquire about the concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact
Statistics Canada's National Contact Centre (toll-free 1-800-263-1136; 613-951-8116;
infostats@statcan.gc.ca) or the Media Hotline (613-951-4636; mediahotline@statcan.gc.ca).


