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Nationally, production of most major field crops increased in 2015, while wheat and dry peas production declined.
Soybean production reached a record high for the seventh consecutive year.

Soil conditions in Alberta and Saskatchewan improved towards harvest as early dry weather gave way to
mid-to-late summer rains. Consequently, yield expectations improved through the latter parts of the growing
season. Eastern Canada as well as Manitoba saw more temperate and consistent growing conditions, which
contributed to robust production for several crops.

Wheat

Total wheat production declined 6.2% to 27.6 million tonnes in 2015. While harvested area edged up
from 2014 to 23.7 million acres, average total wheat yield declined 3.3 bushels per acre from a year earlier
to 42.8 bushels per acre in 2015. Dry conditions during the growing phase in much of Canada's wheat belt
contributed to lower crop yields. In comparison, the United States Department of Agriculture estimates for
its 2015 crop year show an all-wheat yield of 43.6 bushels per acre, essentially unchanged from a year earlier.

Despite similar harvested areas compared with 2014, total wheat production fell in Saskatchewan and Alberta, as
average yields declined in both provinces.

In Saskatchewan, wheat production declined 7.9% to 13.0 million tonnes as average yield fell 8.1%,
from 40.5 bushels per acre in 2014 to 37.2 bushels per acre in 2015.

In Alberta, wheat production decreased 11.3% to 8.3 million tonnes, with the average yield falling 5.5 bushels per
acre to 46.2 bushels per acre.

In contrast, wheat production in Manitoba rose 11.1% to 4.2 million tonnes, as harvested area increased 9.8%
to 3.1 million acres, while average yield edged up to 50.3 bushels per acre.

Canola

Canola production rose 5.0% to 17.2 million tonnes in 2015, the result of an increase in average yield
from 35.1 bushels per acre in 2014 to 38.0 bushels per acre in 2015. This marked the second highest canola yield
on record, following the 40.6 bushels per acre posted during the bumper crop of 2013.

In Saskatchewan, canola production rose 10.4% to 8.8 million tonnes as average yield rose 10.6%,
from 33.0 bushels per acre in 2014 to 36.5 bushels per acre in 2015. Harvested area was essentially unchanged
from a year earlier.

Manitoba farmers reported canola production of 2.9 million tonnes, up 13.8% from the previous year. An 11.9%
increase in the average yield from 36.0 bushels per acre to 40.3 bushels per acre was the main contributor to the
gain.

In contrast, canola production in Alberta fell 6.1% to 5.4 million tonnes. Harvested area was down 10.0%, while
average yield rose from 38.0 bushels per acre in 2014 to 39.7 bushels per acre in 2015.

Corn for grain

Production of corn for grain rose 18.0% from 2014 to 13.6 million tonnes in 2015. This was the result of a 10.4%
increase in average yield to 164.7 bushels per acre, coupled with a 210,200 acre rise in harvested area
to 3.2 million acres.
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Ontario is the leading producer of corn for grain in Canada, accounting for an average of two-thirds of total
production over the past five years. In 2015, Ontario's production of corn for grain rose 16.3% to 8.8 million tonnes.
This gain was attributable to a 9.7% increase in harvested area, combined with an increase in average yield
from 160.9 bushels per acre in 2014 to 170.6 bushels per acre this year. Genetically modified corn for grain
accounted for 81.3% of Ontario's 2015 production of this crop.

Corn for grain production in Quebec rose 24.2% to 3.8 million tonnes, led by a 20.5% increase in average yield
to 164.6 bushels per acre as well as a 3.1% gain in harvested area to 899,500 acres. Genetically modified corn for
grain accounted for 85.4% of Quebec's total corn for grain production in 2015.

In Manitoba, corn for grain production rose 13.1% to 787 400 tonnes, as a result of an increase in average yield
from 111.8 bushels per acre to 126.5 bushels per acre.

Soybeans

Canadian farmers reported a seventh consecutive record of soybean production in 2015, up 3.1%
from 2014 to 6.2 million tonnes. While harvested area fell 2.2%, average yield rose from 40.2 bushels per acre
in 2014 to 42.4 bushels per acre in 2015. The overall increase was attributable to record production levels in
Manitoba and Quebec, as production in Ontario declined.

Soybean production in Manitoba reached a fourth consecutive record high, up 25.5% from 2014 to 1.4 million
tonnes in 2015. This was the result of an increase in average yield from 32.3 bushels per acre to 37.0 bushels per
acre and a 9.5% increase in harvested area.

Quebec also reported a fourth consecutive record high, with soybean production rising 11.4% to 1.0 million tonnes.
This gain was the result of a 22.2% increase in average yield to 47.3 bushels per acre as harvested area fell 8.8%
from the previous year. The production of genetically modified soybeans accounted for 58.4% of total soybean
production in Quebec in 2015.

In Ontario, soybean production fell 5.2% from 2014 to 3.6 million tonnes, in line with a decline in harvested area.
Average yield was steady at 45.5 bushels per acre. Genetically modified soybean production in the province
reached 2.3 million tonnes in 2015, accounting for 62.9% of total soybean production in Ontario.

Barley and oats

Farmers reported a 15.5% increase in barley production to 8.2 million tonnes in 2015. This was the result of
increases in both harvested area, up 10.2% to 5.8 million acres, and average yield, up 5.0% to 65.0 bushels per
acre. The increase in production in 2015 returned barley to the five-year average (2010 to 2014), but was well
below the record set in 1996 of 15.6 million tonnes.

Oat production increased 15.1% from 2014 to 3.4 million tonnes nationally in 2015. This gain was the result of
a 13.7% increase in harvested area to 2.6 million acres and a 1.3% advance in average yield to 85.3 bushels per
acre. Oat production in 2015 surpassed the recent 5-year average, but matched the 10-year average
(2005 to 2014). The highest level of oat production occurred in 1942, when 9.9 million tonnes were produced.
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Chart 1
Production of selected crops
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Source(s): CANSIM table 001-0010.

Note to readers

The November Farm Survey of crop production covering about 26,400 Canadian farms was conducted from October 21 to
November 12, 2015. Farmers were asked to report their estimated area, yield and production of grains, oilseeds and special crops. This
survey collected data from every province.

This release provides the final production estimates for 2015, which are subject to revision for two years.

Percentage changes are calculated using unrounded data.

Auxiliary data source: Readers are invited to visit the Crop Condition Assessment Program web application, which is an additional tool
to assess growing conditions of field crops during the crop year. Readers can monitor a vegetation index of crop land on a weekly basis.

http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=001-0010&p2=31
http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/bsolc/olc-cel/olc-cel?lang=eng&catno=22-205-X
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Table 1
November estimates of production of principal field crops
  2013 2014 2015 2013 to 2014 2014 to 2015

    thousands of tonnes   % change

Total wheat1 37,530 29,420 27,594 -21.6 -6.2
Durum wheat 6,505 5,193 5,389 -20.2 3.8
Spring wheat 27,239 21,298 19,962 -21.8 -6.3
Winter wheat 3,786 2,929 2,243 -22.6 -23.4

Barley 10,237 7,119 8,226 -30.5 15.5
Canary seed 131 125 149 -4.7 19.0
Canola 18,551 16,410 17,231 -11.5 5.0
Chick peas 169 123 84 -27.4 -32.1
Corn for grain 14,194 11,487 13,559 -19.1 18.0
Dry beans 206 273 243 32.7 -10.9
Dry field peas 3,961 3,810 3,201 -3.8 -16.0
Fall rye 223 218 226 -2.4 3.7
Flaxseed 731 873 942 19.4 8.0
Lentils 2,262 1,987 2,373 -12.1 19.4
Mustard seed 155 198 123 28.2 -37.7
Oats 3,906 2,979 3,428 -23.7 15.1
Soybeans 5,359 6,049 6,235 12.9 3.1
Sunflower seed 52 55 73 6.0 32.0

1. Represents the sum of remaining winter wheat, spring wheat and durum wheat.
Note(s):
The estimates in this table have been rounded to the nearest thousand. The percentage changes reflect the unrounded estimates, which are available in CANSIM.
Wheat types may not add up to total wheat as a result of rounding.

Source(s): CANSIM table 001-0010.

Available in CANSIM: tables 001-0010, 001-0017 and 001-0072.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey number 3401.

For more information, or to enquire about the concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact us
(toll-free 1-800-263-1136; 514-283-8300; STATCAN.infostats-infostats.STATCAN@canada.ca) or Media
Relations (613-951-4636; STATCAN.mediahotline-ligneinfomedias.STATCAN@canada.ca).

http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=001-0010&p2=31
http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=001-0072&p2=31
http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=001-0017&p2=31
http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=001-0010&p2=31
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/imdb-bmdi/3401-eng.htm
mailto:STATCAN.infostats-infostats.STATCAN@canada.ca
mailto:STATCAN.mediahotline-ligneinfomedias.STATCAN@canada.ca

