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Canola production in Canada is estimated to reach a record 19.7 million tonnes in 2017, according to Statistics
Canada's model-based principal field crop estimates. Soybean production is also estimated to reach a record,
at 8.3 million tonnes. Current oilseed prices and profitability have encouraged Canadian farmers to plant record
acreage for both of these crops.

Production is estimated to increase in 2017 for canola (+0.5%), corn for grain (+8.5%), oats (+19.0%) and soybeans
(+28.8%) compared with 2016.

Production is estimated to decline in 2017 for barley (-16.8%), canary seed (-17.1%), flaxseed (-14.8%), lentils
(-24.9%), mixed grains (-5.5%), mustard seed (-51.2%), dry field peas (-20.1%), fall rye (-19.6%), durum wheat
(-44.6%), spring wheat (-1.8%) and winter wheat (-21.6%) compared with 2016.

Wheat

Total wheat production in Canada is estimated to be 27.1 million tonnes in 2017, a decline of 14.5% from 2016. The
decline in production is attributed to lower yields in spring wheat, durum wheat and winter wheat compared with last
year. The decline in yield, most notably in Western Canada, was due to the very dry conditions in the south central
region of the Prairies where precipitation during the growing season was significantly lower than the average (see
map).

At the national level, spring wheat production is estimated to be 20.1 million tonnes in 2017, down 1.8% from 2016.
Although the 2017 harvested acreage is estimated to be 8.0% higher compared with the previous year, overall
production is expected to be down due to a lower estimated yield of 47.2 bushels per acre at the national level,
down 9.2% from 52.0 bushels per acre in 2016.

Spring wheat production is expected to increase in Alberta (+5.4%) to 8.4 million tonnes in 2017, but to
decrease 7.2% in Saskatchewan to 7.4 million tonnes, and to fall 4.2% in Manitoba to 3.7 million tonnes. Average
spring wheat yield in Saskatchewan is anticipated to be down 14.1% compared with 2016, to 39.6 bushels per acre.
An anticipated increase of 8.0% in harvested area will help offset the lower anticipated yield for Saskatchewan. In
Alberta, average yield is expected to decline 10.1% from 2016 to 53.5 bushels per acre. A 16.8% increase in
harvested area, however, will help temper the lower yields, resulting in an overall increase in production for this
province.

Durum wheat production at the national level is expected to be 4.3 million tonnes in 2017, down 44.6% from 2016.
This decrease is due to a 12.9% reduction in harvested acreage. As well, very dry conditions in the south central
region of the Prairies (see map) are expected to result in a decline of 36.5% in expected yield, to 31.0 bushels per
acre. Durum production is concentrated in the Prairie region that received below-average precipitation during the
growing season.

Canola

Canola production is estimated to be a record for 2017 at 19.7 million tonnes, up 0.5% over 2016. Although
harvested area is estimated at a record 22.8 million acres, up 13.8% compared with 2016, lower yields in 2017 for
all provinces except Manitoba have contributed to a gain in production compared with 2016.
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Corn for grain

At the national level, corn for grain production is estimated to be at 14.3 million tonnes in 2017, an increase of 8.5%
from 2016. Production is estimated to increase due to a larger harvested area (+7.0%) from 2016. Ontario is
estimated to produce 9.0 million tonnes of grain corn based on a yield estimate of 169.5 bushels per acre, up 6.9%
from 2016. The record yield in Ontario was in 2015 at 170.6 bushels per acre. Quebec corn production is estimated
at 3.7 million tonnes, down 2.6% from 2016.

Soybeans

Soybean production is estimated to be a record at 8.3 million tonnes in 2017, up 28.8% from 2016, due primarily to
an estimated increase of 34.6% in harvested area to 7.2 million acres at the national level. Yield at the national level
is estimated to be 42.2 bushels per acre, down 4.3% from 2016. Nearly half of the national soybean production is
expected from Ontario at 4.1 million tonnes, with an estimated record yield of 49.3 bushels per acre, up 7.4%
from 2016. The previous record of 48.3 bushels per acre was set in 2012.

Map 1 –  Percent of Average Precipitation (April 1, 2017 to September 10, 2017)



The Daily, Tuesday, September 19, 2017

Component of Statistics Canada catalogue no. 11-001-X 3

Note to readers

Model-based principal field crop estimates are calculated according to an approach developed by Statistics Canada in close partnership
with Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada. These yield estimates are based on a model that incorporates coarse resolution satellite data
from Statistics Canada's Crop Condition Assessment Program, data from Statistics Canada's field crop reporting series, and agroclimatic
data.

A methodology report describing the yield model used at Statistics Canada is available online.

Production estimates for Quebec, Ontario, Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta are calculated using the model-based yields as of
August 31 multiplied by the reported harvested area from the July Farm Survey of the field crop reporting series. Estimates for Prince
Edward Island, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and British Columbia are carried forward from the July estimates of production of principal
field crops.

Final crop production estimates for the current year will be released on December 6, 2017.

Table 1
September estimates of production of principal field crops, Canada
  2015 2016 2017 2015 to 2016 2016 to 2017

    metric tonnes1   % change2

Total Wheat3 27,594,100 31,728,600 27,129,800 15.0 -14.5
   Durum wheat 5,388,700 7,761,800 4,299,300 44.0 -44.6
   Spring wheat 19,962,300 20,453,800 20,075,900 2.5 -1.8
   Winter wheat 2,243,100 3,513,000 2,754,600 56.6 -21.6
Barley 8,225,700 8,783,600 7,305,500 6.8 -16.8
Canary seed 148,600 140,300r 116,300 -5.6 -17.1
Canola 18,376,500 19,600,500r 19,707,925 6.7 0.5
Corn for grain 13,559,100 13,193,100 14,312,600 -2.7 8.5
Dry field peas 3,200,700 4,835,900 3,861,600 51.1 -20.1
Flaxseed 942,300 588,000r 501,200 -37.6 -14.8
Fall Rye 225,500 415,000r 333,600 84.0 -19.6
Lentils 2,540,500 3,248,200 2,438,600 27.9 -24.9
Mixed grains 155,500 164,500 155,500 5.8 -5.5
Mustard seed 123,400 235,600r 114,900 90.9 -51.2
Oats 3,427,700 3,194,600r 3,802,200 -6.8 19.0
Soybeans 6,371,000 6,462,700 8,321,100 1.4 28.8

r revised
1. The estimates in this table have been rounded to the nearest hundred tonnes. Totals may not equal the sum of their parts due to the use of conversion factors or

rounding of fractions to whole numbers.
2. Percentage changes are calculated based on data available in CANSIM table 001-0075 and may differ slightly due to rounding depending on the units of measure

(metric or imperial) used to complete the calculation.
3. Represents the sum of durum wheat, spring wheat and winter wheat.
Source(s): CANSIM Table 001-0075.

Available in CANSIM: table 001-0075.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey number 5225.

For more information, or to enquire about the concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact us
(toll-free 1-800-263-1136; 514-283-8300; STATCAN.infostats-infostats.STATCAN@canada.ca) or Media
Relations (613-951-4636; STATCAN.mediahotline-ligneinfomedias.STATCAN@canada.ca).

http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb-bmdi/document/5225_D1_T9_V1-eng.htm
http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=001-0075&p2=31
http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=001-0075&p2=31
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