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1. Data Quality Assessment Framework – Summary of Results 
 In its assessment framework, the IMF has developed a set of 16 criteria or elements 

against which a specific Program is evaluated.  These 16 criteria can be grouped into 
four broad categories: methodological soundness, accuracy and reliability, 
serviceability, and accessibility *.  For each of these 16 criteria, a scale of four 
observance levels was established, that is “Practise Observed”, “Practise Largely 
Observed”, “Practise Largely Not Observed”, and “Practise Not Observed”.  For all 
16 cases, except one, the IMF gave the highest level of observance (i.e. “Practise 
Observed”) for the Government Finance Statistics.  The only exception is regarding 
“metadata accessibility” where the level “Practise Largely Observed” was given.  
This case is addressed below in more detail.  

 
* Methodological soundness is comprised of concepts and definitions, scope, classification / 

sectorization, and basis for recording.  Accuracy and reliability is comprised of source data, 
statistical techniques, assessment and validation of source data, assessment and validation of 
intermediate data and statistical outputs, and revision studies.  Serviceability is comprised of 
relevance, timeliness and periodicity, consistency, and revision policy and practices.  Accessibility is 
comprised of data accessibility, and metadata accessibility. 

 
2. IMF Recommendations Concerning Government Finance Statistics and 

Responses by Statistics Canada 
 Based on the results of the data quality assessment, discussions with the Canadian 

authorities in the statistics-compiling agencies, and discussions with data users, the 
mission from the IMF has formulated a set of recommendations.  According to the 
IMF, these recommendations are designed to increase further Canada’s adherence to 
international statistical standards and would, in their view, enhance the analytical 
usefulness of Canada’s macroeconomic statistics.  The recommendations labelled 
“priority” stem from comments in the summary assessment tables.  Those labelled 
“fine tuning” are, as their name suggests, refinements to an already strong set of 
statistics.  Following the IMF recommendations are official responses from Statistics 
Canada. 

 
Priority 
a. Disseminate information on the sources and methods used in compiling quarterly 

public sector statistics for the quarterly Canadian System of National Accounts 
(CSNA). 

 Statistics Canada’s Response: 
 Statistics Canada has now put together general documentation for dissemination 

concerning sources and methods used in compiling statistics for all sectors for the 
quarterly CSNA. 

 



b. Expand on the information about the main concepts used in compiling 
government finance statistics in the manual for the Financial Management 
System. 

 Statistics Canada’s Response: 
 The Financial Management System (FMS) manual is updated annually.  We will 

ensure that in future editions passages describing the main concepts are included. 
 

Fine Tuning 
c. Continue to implement the plan for migration to Government Finance Statistics 

(GFS) including the plan to implement quarterly Financial Management System 
estimates.  Disseminate, in advance, information on the changes in concepts and 
methodology. 

 Statistics Canada’s Response: 
 The fundamentals of the methodology for producing GFS data have been 

established and much of the necessary historical data has been assembled.  Since 
we plan to replace the FMS with the GFSM 2001 in our published output, we 
intend to launch a user-education campaign in advance to facilitate the transition. 

 
d. Disseminate reconciliations of the annual statistics with the quarterly sum of the 

four quarters in the CSNA for the general government sector. 
 Statistics Canada’s Response: 
 We will begin to produce and disseminate such reconciliations once the GFS has 

been implemented. 
 


