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About this Manual 

This manual is a complete guide to CANSIM in E-STAT — the authoritative Canadian 
socio-economic database. Easy to learn and to use, CANSIM offers you data on: 

agriculture 
arts, culture and 
recreation 
business enterprises 
communications 
construction 
education 
energy 
environment 

government 
health 
justice 
labour 
national accounts 
personal and household 
finance 
population and demography 

 
prices and price indexes 
primary industries 
science and technology 
social conditions 
trade 
transport and 
warehousing 
travel and tourism 

More than 36 million time series covering virtually every aspect of Canadian life make 
CANSIM an excellent cross-curricular research tool. This dynamic database is an 
invaluable classroom aid for activities and projects as diverse as: 

• evaluating social conditions  
• conducting feasibility studies  
• conducting market analyses  
• forecasting economic conditions  
• planning programs or services  
• profiling demographics  

This user guide walks you through each CANSIM screen and option. After reading this 
guide, you will know how to: 

• search for data by subject, text search, table number, series number and survey 
number  

• load, add, copy and modify data directly into your spreadsheets or databases  

Search methods 

Search for data on CANSIM using: 

I. E-STAT Table of contents  
II. CANSIM  

Text Search 
Advanced Search 
Table Number Search 
Series Number Search 
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Browse by Subject 
Browse by Survey Number  

Search from E-STAT — Table of contents

When you search data from the E-STAT—Table of contents, there are six major topics 
containing various subjects. 

 

For example, to search for data on "Electricity power statistics", you would first click on 
Data at the top of the screen and then click on Energy under the heading Land and 
Resources. 
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This takes you to the next screen and lists subtopics related to Energy. To see all tables 
related to Electricity, you would click on Electric power. 

 

Search from CANSIM 
(Menu option found on the navigation bar of the E-STAT – Table of contents) 

There are three search methods in CANSIM. 

 

The three search options are:  

• Text search: You can search for words and phrases that occur anywhere in the 
metadata of CANSIM tables. If you already know the CANSIM table Number(s), 
entering it is the quickest way to access the data. If you already know the 
CANSIM series Numbers (also referred to as vector numbers), you may enter 
them directly (separated by a comma). 

• Browse by Subject: Select this option if you want to search by theme or subject. 
All CANSIM tables are associated with one or more subjects from the Statistics 
Canada subjects list. 

• Browse by Survey number: Opens a list of all surveys related to one or more 
CANSIM tables; you may enter them directly.  

All search methods, except Series number search, result in the display of one or more 
CANSIM tables. You are then prompted to select one table from the list displayed and 
proceed from there. When entering series numbers, you may include series that come 
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from more than one CANSIM table; outputs from a list of series will always display that 
list as one dimension and time as a second dimension. 

Search methods
In the following pages, each of the search methods is explained in detail. 

CANSIM - Text search 

To search by keyword, type in your text in the text field and click Search. 

 

Text Search Screen

You may specify your search by selecting one of three types: 

• The phrase: looks for the exact string you type, including punctuation, spaces 
and stop-words (the, a, and, of, etc.). 

• All of these words: looks for tables that contain all the words you enter (functions 
like the Boolean operator AND). 

• Any of these words: looks for tables that contain any of the words (functions like 
the Boolean operator OR).  

Searches are not case-sensitive or accent-sensitive. 

Time is not a dimension, but rather one of the characteristics of a time series. You 
cannot search by date. 

Words have to be matched exactly. You can use an asterisk as a wildcard character to 
search for different forms of a word. For example, you might search for harvest* to find 
tables containing harvest, harvests, harvesting, harvested, etc.). 
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CANSIM - Advanced search 
First, select the fields you wish to search (if you do not select any fields, all the default-
selected fields will be searched). 

 

It is important to understand the distinction between the following: the dimension 
descriptions field describes the dimension itself (e.g., geography, industry, and type of 
employee). The dimension member field contains the description of each member of 
each dimension (e.g., Canada, Newfoundland and Ontario for the geography dimension, 
or public employees and private employees for the type of employee dimension). 

Secondly, indicate whether you wish to include all tables, only active tables or only 
terminated tables in your search. (A terminated table refers to a table that is no longer 
being updated.) 

Finally, enter a full Boolean query, then click Find tables. 
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You may use the words AND, OR and NOT, as well as parentheses to specify your 
search query. Use an asterisk for wildcard searches; for example, you might search for 
harvest* to find tables containing harvested, harvesting, harvests, etc. 

Keep the following points in mind when you perform Boolean searches:

• Searches are not case-sensitive or accent-sensitive.  
• If you prefer, you can use symbols instead of words for the operators, & for AND, 

| for OR and ~ for NOT.  
• When you use AND between two words, both words must be found in the same 

field for the search to succeed. For example, say you want to search in both table 
titles and dimension member descriptions, and you search for Livestock AND 
Ontario. Although there is a table about livestock that includes Ontario as a 
member of the geography dimension, the search will not find it, because 
Livestock is found in the table title, while Ontario is found as a member of the 
geography dimension.  

• The NOT operator has a peculiar syntax: it really stands for AND NOT. You 
should therefore not have it as the first word of a search, and you should also not 
prefix it with the word AND. For example, if you want to search for 
"construction excluding residential construction", the syntax is "construction 
NOT residential", not "construction AND NOT residential."  

Time is one of the characteristics of a time series: it does not have the same 
properties as a dimension, so it is not possible to include dates in your search criteria. 

If the result of your search exceeds 100 tables, only the first 100 tables will be listed. 
To view the next 100 tables, click on Next at the end of the list. 

CANSIM – Table Number Search

To search by Table number, enter a table number in the text field and click on Search. 

 

Enter one or more CANSIM table numbers, separated by commas (do not use any spaces 
or other punctuation; the hyphen before the last four digits of a table number is optional). 
If you enter more than one table number, you will be prompted to select the desired table 
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from a list; if you enter only one table number, you will be brought directly to the content 
selection lists for that table. 

CANSIM - Series Number Search

To search by Series number, enter a series number in the text field and click on Search. 

 

Enter one or more CANSIM series numbers (also known as vector numbers) separated by 
commas. The selected series do not all have to come from the same CANSIM table, but 
for most outputs, they do need to have the same frequency (periodicity). 

When you request several series, each series number must be entered separately. It is not 
possible to ask for a range. 

CANSIM - Browse by Subject

To search by subject, click the Browse by subject button. 

 

When you search by subject, you are presented with a listing of major subjects. This 
subject list consists of high-level and second-level terms taken from the Statistics Canada 
Thesaurus. The list was developed to provide a broad subject approach to the information 
holdings on Statistics Canada's Website and to allow you to locate and access Statistics 
Canada data by subject. 
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Subjects screen

 

Only subjects for which at least one associated CANSIM table exists are shown. Each 
major subject can be expanded to one or more second-level subjects. 

The following options are available: 

1. To see the lower-level subjects (or subtopics) under a higher-level subject, click 
on .  

2. To obtain the list of all tables available for a top-level or second-level subject, 
click on the underlined subject title, or on next to it. Click the title of a top-
level subject to retrieve the list of all tables pertaining to all the second-level 
subjects under the major subject.  
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3. To bring back the list that shows only top-level subjects, click on , which 

closes the second-level subjects.  

For example, to search for "Electricity power statistics," click the higher-level subject 
heading Energy. 

 

A list of subtopics related to Energy appears. Next, to see all tables related to Electricity 
click on Electric power. 
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CANSIM - Browse by Survey number

To search by survey number, click the Browse by survey button. 

 

The Integrated Meta Data Base (IMDB) contains information about the surveys and 
statistical programs carried out by Statistics Canada and other agencies to collect, 
assemble, process and disseminate statistical information. 

The database may be used to find out how data for particular CANSIM tables are 
collected or to identify contacts for questions on the data or survey methodology. The 
IMDB contains descriptions of over 450 surveys and statistical programs, each identified 
by a unique four-digit survey number. 

After selecting a Survey or Program from the list, you may choose to either retrieve the 
list of CANSIM tables for that survey or program, or consult the IMDB for more 
information. 

Survey number search screen
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Search results

Search results often include more than one table. To continue, you have to select the table 
you wish to extract data from (by clicking on the table number). Selecting a table this 
way will display a screen for you to indicate which subset of the table you want. 

Under Edit on your browser's toolbar, you can use the Find feature to look for specific 
text within the search results. This is particularly useful when the list of tables contains 
many tables arranged in no particular order. 

In this example, we will select Table number 127-0001 — one of three tables related to 
Electricity. Click the blue table number from the Search results screen. 
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Some table titles may have one or more status designations: 

• Active tables refers to a table being updated;  
• Terminated refers to a table no longer being updated.  

Table pick lists

The Table pick list screen is where you choose which subset of the selected table you 
want to work with. There is one scrollable pick-list for each dimension in the table, and 
you must select at least one item from each list before selecting Retrieve as a table or 
Retrieve as individual time series. 

If the table (or any one of its dimensions) includes footnote references, the pick screen 
will include hyperlinks. A hyperlink on the table number indicates that the footnotes are 
applicable to the entire table; hyperlinks on dimension titles indicate that the footnotes 
are only applicable to that dimension or its members. 

You may also notice one or more hyperlinks at the right of the Survey / Program Details 
line. These links allow access to survey-level meta-information. 

 

A View checklist button appears under each dimension title, just above the scrollable list. 
This button lets you open a dimension to see the list of its members in a full-screen view. 
This view is most useful for selecting from dimensions containing a large number of 
items, since you can use your Web browser's Find feature (usually found under the Edit 
option in the menu bar) to locate text. 

 

The Select all button selects all available members, whether they were already selected or 
not. 

 

The Deselect all button erases all selections. 

 

The View checklist and footnotes button appears under each dimension title, just above 
the scrollable list only if footnotes exist for this dimension. If superscript footnote 
numbers are attached at the dimension level or for individual members, the actual 
footnote text is displayed at the very bottom of the screen, after the list of items. 
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Table Pick List screen

 

Before you click Retrieve as a table or Retrieve as individual time series, check the 
time period for which data is available, and reduce or increase this range if you wish; the 
response time will vary based on the length of that time period. 

Although CANSIM tables are usually structured to minimize sparseness, there is no 
guarantee that data exists for every dimension intersection or combination. It is therefore 
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possible that even if you have selected at least one item from all the lists, you might still 
be told that your retrieval contains no series. 

If an indication that the table is frozen appears, this means you will have to access 
the data with Beyond 20/20. 

Tips for selecting items:

• You can select several contiguous items by clicking on the first, then holding the 
Shift key while clicking on the last.  

• On a PC running Windows (but not on a Macintosh), you can also select 
contiguous items by clicking on the first and dragging until the last item wanted is 
selected.  

• You can select non-contiguous items by holding the Control key while clicking on 
the second and subsequent items (on a Macintosh, hold the Command key instead 
of Control).  

Checklist screen (dimension detail)

All the members (also called items) for the dimension you selected are listed here. Use 
the checkboxes to the left of the item descriptions to select or deselect items. If you do so, 
be sure to use the Return to pick list button and not your browser's Back button to return 
to the main selection screen. If you used the Back button, your selection won't be 
retained and you will need to go through your selection again. 

You can use your browser's Find feature (usually found under the Edit option in the 
menu bar) to locate text. This may help you identify items of interest, especially in a long 
list. 

The Select all button selects all available members, whether they were already selected or 
not. The Deselect all button erases all selections (even those made at the main selection 
screen). 
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 16



  CANSIM User Guide for E-STAT 
 

 
Checklist and Footnotes screen

The only difference between the Pick List screen and the Checklist and Footnotes 
screen are the footnotes. Footnotes at the dimension level or for individual members are 
shown as small hyperlink numbers. 

For this example, the screen below contains only 6 items out of the 33 items that 
would be selected. 
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Footnotes

The actual footnote text is displayed at the very bottom of the screen. 

 

Going back now to the Subset selection screen, let's make the following selections: 

 
You may choose Retrieve as a table or Retrieve as individual time series. 

Retrieve as a table

• Produces a rectangular arrangement of text and numeric data.  
• Allows only one CANSIM table to be used at a time.  

Retrieve as individual time series

• Uses a time series model.  
• Enables adding to a shopping basket of time series that can come from several 

CANSIM tables.  

 

Retrieve as a Table

Only series for which data actually exist are listed; this means that the number of series 
you will see may be less than what you had expected. For example, this would happen if 
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a CANSIM table, with data for Canada and the provinces, gave you a choice between 
unadjusted and seasonally adjusted figures, but the seasonally adjusted figures were 
available only at the Canada level. 

Some series may carry one or more of the following terms: 

• Terminated means this series is no longer updated. 
• Part-secure means that one or more data cells in the series have been suppressed, 
usually for confidentiality reasons. 
• Secure means that all data cells in the series have been suppressed. 

If you are satisfied with the list of series available, click Go. If not, click the Modify 
request button. 
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Retrieve as individual Time series

This screen lists all the time series that will be retrieved, including recent selections and 
previous selections if you have used the Add more series button. 

Only series for which data actually exist are listed; this means that the number of series 
you see may be less than what you had expected. For example, a CANSIM table with 
data for Canada and the provinces might give you a choice between unadjusted and 
seasonally adjusted figures, but the seasonally adjusted figures are available only at the 
Canada level. 

Some series may carry one or more of the following terms: 

• Terminated means this series is no longer updated.  
• Part-secure means that one or more data cells in the series have been suppressed, 

usually for confidentiality reasons.  
• Secure means that all data cells in the series have been suppressed.  

If you are satisfied with the list of available series, click Go. If not, click the Add more 
series button. 
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You can drop a series from the request by removing the checkmark that appears to 
the left its identifiers. 

Screen outputs and downloadable files 

Table retrieval 

You have elected to display your most recent selection as a table. You must now select an 
output format (to help you choose, you may wish to view examples of outputs in various 
formats). You also have the opportunity to change the time frame and frequency for your 
retrieval. 

If your objective is to load the data into a spreadsheet package, the best choice for output 
format is a Comma-Separated Values file (CSV), although some of the newer spreadsheet 
software may also be able to correctly parse and load HTML outputs. Click Go once you 
have selected a format. 
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Screen output format

There are several types of screens output format. 

Examples of screen output format 

HTML Table time as columns 
HTML Table time as rows

HTML Table Time as columns
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To leave the data display screen: 

• Use your browser's Back button to return to the output formats screen.  

If you decide to save this page to your hard disk, make sure you use an .htm 
extension for the file name; otherwise you may have difficulty accessing the page later. 

HTML Table time as rows

 

To leave the data display screen: 

• Use your browser's Back button to return to the output formats screen. 

If you decide to save this page to your hard disk, make sure you use an .htm 
extension for the file name; otherwise you may have difficulty accessing the page later. 
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HTML series listed individually
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HTML Table, time as columns
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HTML Table, time as rows

 

Plain text table, time as columns
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Plain text table, time as rows

 

Line graph (max. 12 series)
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Vertical bar chart (max. 12 series)
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