
Article

Component of Statistics Canada Catalogue no. 91-209-X
Report on the Demographic Situation in Canada

Migration: Interprovincial, 
2008/2009
 
by Anne Milan

July, 2011



How to obtain more information

For information about this product or the wide range of services and data available from Statistics Canada, visit our website at 
www.statcan.gc.ca, e-mail us at infostats@statcan.gc.ca, or telephone us, Monday to Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., at the 
following numbers:

Statistics Canada’s National Contact Centre
Toll-free telephone (Canada and United States):
 Inquiries line 1-800-263-1136
 National telecommunications device for the hearing impaired 1-800-363-7629
 Fax line 1-877-287-4369

Local or international calls:
 Inquiries line 1-613-951-8116
 Fax line 1-613-951-0581

Depository Services Program
 Inquiries line 1-800-635-7943
 Fax line 1-800-565-7757

To access this product

This product, Catalogue no. 91-209-X, is available free in electronic format. To obtain a single issue, visit our website at 
www.statcan.gc.ca and browse by “Key resource” > “Publications.”

Standards of service to the public

Statistics Canada is committed to serving its clients in a prompt, reliable and courteous manner. To this end, Statistics Canada 
has developed standards of service that its employees observe. To obtain a copy of these service standards, please contact 
Statistics Canada toll-free at 1-800-263-1136. The service standards are also published on www.statcan.gc.ca under “About us” > 
“The agency” > “Providing services to Canadians.”



Statistics Canada
Demography Division

Report on the Demographic Situation in Canada

  
 
Migration: Interprovincial, 2008/2009
 

 
     

Note of appreciation

Canada owes the success of its statistical system to a long-standing partnership between 
Statistics Canada, the citizens of Canada, its businesses, governments and other 
institutions. Accurate and timely statistical information could not be produced without their 
continued cooperation and goodwill.

Published by authority of the Minister responsible for Statistics Canada

© Minister of Industry, 2011

All rights reserved. The content of this electronic publication may be reproduced, in whole or in 
part, and by any means, without further permission from Statistics Canada, subject to the following 
conditions: that it be done solely for the purposes of private study, research, criticism, review or 
newspaper summary, and/or for non-commercial purposes; and that Statistics Canada be fully 
acknowledged as follows: Source (or “Adapted from”, if appropriate): Statistics Canada, year of 
publication, name of product, catalogue number, volume and issue numbers, reference period and 
page(s). Otherwise, no part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or 
transmitted in any form, by any means—electronic, mechanical or photocopy—or for any purposes 
without prior written permission of Licensing Services, Information Management Division, Statistics 
Canada, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada K1A 0T6.

July 2011

Component of Statistics Canada Catalogue no. 91-209-X

ISSN 1718-7788

Frequency: Irregular

Ottawa

La version française de cette publication est disponible sur demande.

Demographic Analysis and Projections Section



Symbols

The following standard symbols are used in Statistics Canada publications:

. not available for any reference period

.. not available for a specifi c reference period

… not applicable

0 true zero or a value rounded to zero

0s value rounded to 0 (zero) where there is a meaningful distinction between true zero and the value that was 
rounded

p preliminary

r revised

x suppressed to meet the confi dentiality requirements of the Statistics Act

E use with caution

F too unreliable to be published



- 1 -Component of Statistics Canada Catalogue no. 91-209-X

Report on the Demographic Situation in Canada Migration: Interprovincial, 2008/2009

Migration: Interprovincial, 2008/2009

This section of the migration chapter will examine patterns of interprovincial migration in Canada including
overall net migration for each province and territory as well as migratory flows between provinces and territories.
Data on interprovincial migration analysed in this chapter for the years 2007/2008 and 2008/2009, as well as historical
data from 1971/1972,1 are based on administrative files, specifically, income tax files, which are considered final.
A brief analysis of preliminary 2009/2010 data, derived from Canada Child Tax Benefit files, will conclude this section.

During the 2008/2009 period about 277,800 persons changed their province or territory of residence within Canada,
down from 301,200 the previous year, and the lowest number of interprovincial migrants since 2003/2004 (Table 1).
Migratory flows from one province or territory to another within Canada can change from year to year due to economic
influences or other circumstances. Some provinces and territories have experienced stability in their migratory
patterns in recent years, while other areas in the country have experienced shifts in the balance and either sources
or destinations of their migratory exchanges.

1. 1971/1972 is the beginning of the period covered by the current record-keeping system. It is frequently used in this chapter as
the initial date for analysis of historical trends.

Table 1
Net interprovincial migration for provinces and territories, 1971/1972 to 2008/2009

Note: Nunavut is included in the Northwest Territories before 1991/1992.
Source: Statistics Canada, Demography Division, internal database.

Overall, net interprovincial migration in the Atlantic provinces has improved recently. In Newfoundland and Labrador
in 2008/2009, for example, there was positive net interprovincial migration for the first time in many years as 1,900
more people came to the province from elsewhere in Canada than left. This contributed, in large part, to the overall
positive growth for this province in 2008/2009 (see chapter on Population Growth). In contrast, throughout much of
the preceding 30 years between 1976/1977 and 2007/2008 (with the exception of 1982/1983) net interprovincial
migration for this province was negative. Between 1971/1972 and 2008/2009, about 123,400 more people left
Newfoundland and Labrador for other provinces and territories than entered it.

Year N.L. P.E.I. N.S. N.B. Que. Ont. Man. Sask. Alta. B.C. Y.T. N.W.T. Nvt.

1971/1972 864 349 -586 384 -21,637 14,462 -8,880 -18,995 4,190 28,088 686 1,075 … 395,432
1976/1977 -4,149 154 -799 -82 -26,366 -6,402 -3,531 3,182 34,710 5,016 -400 -1,333 … 357,389
1981/1982 -5,693 -856 -1,936 -2,842 -25,790 -5,665 -2,625 -323 36,562 8,705 81 382 … 357,919
1986/1987 -4,423 -205 -941 -2,026 -3,729 42,601 -2,759 -4,957 -29,998 7,426 575 -1,564 … 302,602
1991/1992 -1,669 -237 306 -253 -12,552 -11,045 -7,641 -8,481 2,983 38,004 645 -26 -34 316,659
1992/1993 -3,078 654 96 -1,402 -8,420 -14,189 -5,544 -6,348 -1,181 40,099 -265 -330 -92 303,294
1993/1994 -4,952 622 -1,887 -671 -8,758 -9,420 -4,614 -5,431 -1,630 37,871 -1,094 -19 -17 289,391
1994/1995 -6,974 349 -2,741 -813 -8,947 -2,841 -3,220 -3,652 -556 29,291 269 78 -243 285,464
1995/1996 -7,436 638 -1,245 -369 -12,626 -2,822 -3,566 -2,161 7,656 22,025 564 -554 -104 291,764
1996/1997 -8,134 136 -1,648 -1,263 -17,436 1,977 -5,873 -2,794 26,282 9,880 -54 -696 -377 292,873
1997/1998 -9,490 -416 -2,569 -3,192 -16,958 9,231 -5,276 -1,940 43,089 -10,029 -1,024 -1,316 -110 309,234
1998/1999 -5,695 193 201 -1,244 -13,065 16,706 -2,113 -4,333 25,191 -14,484 -747 -555 -55 276,930
1999/2000 -4,263 104 -270 -1,183 -12,146 22,369 -3,456 -7,947 22,674 -14,610 -691 -651 70 285,817
2000/2001 -4,493 165 -2,077 -1,530 -9,442 18,623 -4,323 -8,410 20,457 -8,286 -572 -160 48 269,220
2001/2002 -3,352 62 -898 -1,218 -4,350 5,354 -4,344 -8,820 26,235 -8,556 -221 84 24 290,490
2002/2003 -1,683 165 510 -843 -1,829 637 -2,875 -5,141 11,903 -1,037 149 242 -198 274,899
2003/2004 -2,027 144 -772 -760 -822 -6,935 -2,565 -4,521 10,606 7,865 27 -105 -135 261,380
2004/2005 -3,710 -139 -3,041 -2,074 -4,963 -11,172 -7,227 -9,515 34,423 8,214 53 -668 -181 285,544
2005/2006 -4,342 -639 -3,024 -3,487 -9,411 -17,501 -7,881 -7,083 45,795 8,800 -73 -954 -200 285,868
2006/2007 -4,067 -849 -4,126 -2,632 -12,865 -20,047 -5,500 1,549 33,809 15,005 101 -221 -157 305,062
2007/2008 -528 -291 -1,794 -908 -11,682 -14,750 -3,703 4,171 15,317 14,643 235 -420 -290 301,237
2008/2009 1,877 -536 -751 -237 -7,419 -15,601 -3,111 2,983 13,184 9,995 228 -577 -35 277,846
Net since 
1971-1972 -123,408 3,682 -16,394 -21,285 -528,135 40,956 -190,658 -196,315 513,085 538,236 -4,007 -13,671 -2,086 12,180,739

net number of migrants

Total number 
of migrants
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Negative net interprovincial migration was observed for Nova Scotia during the years between 2003/2004 and
2008/2009, reaching -4,100 in 2006/2007 but with fewer net losses in the two most recent years (-1,800 in 2007/2008
and -800 in 2008/2009). Although net interprovincial migration to Prince Edward Island was primarily positive throughout
the 1992/1993 to 2003/2004 period (with the exception of 1997/1998), the balance of interprovincial migration has
been negative since 2004/2005 and it grew slightly larger from 2007/2008 (-300) to 2008/2009 (-500). Between
1991/1992 and 2008/2009 more people left New Brunswick than arrived but there have been fewer losses due to
net interprovincial migration in the past several years. In 2008/2009 about 200 more migrants left the province than
entered, an annual improvement since 2005/2006 (-3,500).

In Quebec, there was negative net interprovincial migration in 2008/2009 (-7,400) which has been the case
since 1971/1972. The net loss, however, was much lower than in 2007/2008 (-11,700) and 2006/2007 (-12,900).
Peak negative net migration occurred in Quebec in 1977/1978, a period of political instability in the province, when
46,400 more people left Quebec for elsewhere in Canada than entered. Since 1971/1972, 528,100 more people left
the province of Quebec than entered it, the largest net loss of any province or territory resulting from interprovincial
migration.

More people left Ontario for other regions of Canada in 2008/2009 than arrived (-15,600), a higher net loss than
the previous year (-14,800) but lower than in 2006/2007 (-20,000). Ontario has not experienced positive net interprovincial
migration since 2002/2003 (600). Since 1971/1972, peak net interprovincial migration to Ontario was in 1986/1987
when 42,600 more migrants arrived from other provinces and territories than left. Overall, about 41,000 people were
added to the population of Ontario during the 1971/1972 to 2008/2009 period as a result of net interprovincial migration.

In Manitoba, net interprovincial migration remained negative in 2007/2008 (-3,700) and 2008/2009 (-3,100), similar
to much of the past 40 years, although the net deficit has been declining since 2005/2006 (-7,900). In contrast, in
Alberta, net interprovincial migration, while still positive, dropped sharply from 45,800 in 2005/2006 to 15,300 in
2007/2008 and fell further to 13,200 in 2008/2009. The cumulative impact of net interprovincial migration is also
quite different for each of these provinces. Over the preceding nearly four decade history of these two provinces
(1971/1972 to 2008/2009), about 190,700 more people left Manitoba for other provinces or territories than entered
while Alberta added about 513,100 more people to the population of the province than left for elsewhere in Canada.

In 2008/2009 about 3,000 people were added to the population of Saskatchewan as a result of net interprovincial
migration, contributing to strong growth for this province (see section on Population growth). The preceding year,
2007/2008, 4,200 more migrants arrived in the province from elsewhere in the country than left, the highest recorded
net interprovincial migration for Saskatchewan since 1975/1976. The 2008/2009 period marked the third consecutive
year of positive net interprovincial migration to Saskatchewan following more than 20 years of negative net out-
migration (1984/1985 to 2005/2006). The highest net loss came in 1989/1990 when 19,400 more migrants left
Saskatchewan for other provinces and territories than arrived. Between 1971/1972 and 2008/2009, over 196,300
more people left Saskatchewan than entered the province.

In British Columbia, 10,000 people were added to the population in 2008/2009 because of net interprovincial
migration and 14,600 were added in 2007/2008. While still positive, net migration to British Columbia from across
Canada continued a pattern of decline which began in 2006/2007 when there were 15,000 more migrants who entered
the province than left. The history of net interprovincial migration to British Columbia over the period 1971/1972 to
2008/2009 has been largely positive, with a high in 1989/1990 of 41,400 more migrants arriving from elsewhere in
Canada than leaving. During this period of almost 40 years, about 538,200 people were added to the population of
British Columbia from net interprovincial migration, the largest net gain of any province or territory.

Given their relatively low population base, migratory movements into and out of the territories are generally
lower than the provinces, which can result in more fluctuation from year to year. In the Northwest Territories, close
to 600 more people left than arrived in 2008/2009 due to negative net interprovincial migration. This was a higher
net loss than the previous year (-400) and in 2006/2007 (-200). Over 200 more people were added to the Yukon
population from elsewhere in Canada in 2008/2009 than left, stable from 2007/2008. In Nunavut, net interprovincial
migration was close to zero in 2008/2009, an improvement from a net loss of -300 in 2007/2008. Overall, during the
1971/1972 to 2008/2009 period, about 13,700 more people left the Northwest Territories than entered as a result of
negative net migration while the Yukon experienced a negative net balance of -4,000 during the same period. During
the 1991/1992 to 2008/2009 period that Nunavut has been a distinct territory, 2,100 more people left for other provinces
and territories than arrived.
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Interprovincial in-migrants and out-migrants

In any given year, each province and territory represents a point of origin for interprovincial migrants who move
to another province or territory within Canada as well as a destination for those migrants who arrive from elsewhere
in the country. Origin-destination matrices can be used to examine the specific patterns of migratory exchanges
between provinces and territories across Canada. It cannot be determined with these data, however, whether migrants
are entering a particular province or territory for the first time or whether they are migrants who have returned to
their home province after a period of time spent elsewhere in Canada. As in past years, most of the recent interprovincial
movement involves the provinces of Ontario, British Columbia and Alberta.

In 2008/2009, 10,300 people moved to Newfoundland and Labrador up from 9,800 people the previous year.
The reversal in the overall migratory balance from negative to positive for this province can be attributed not only to
the increase in in-migration but even more to the decline in out-migration over this same time period from 10,300
to 8,400. These migratory exchanges were most notably improved with the provinces of Alberta and Ontario. The
largest out-migration from Newfoundland and Labrador in both 2007/2008 (4,900) and 2008/2009 (3,800) was in the
direction of Alberta (Tables 2 and 3). About 3,500 people arrived in Newfoundland and Labrador from Alberta in
2007/2008 increasing to 3,800 the following year. Consequently, due to fewer out-migrants and more in-migrants in
2008/2009, the overall migratory balance between Newfoundland and Labrador and Alberta changed from negative
to close to zero between 2007/2008 and 2008/2009. During 2007/2008 and to an even greater extent in 2008/2009,
Newfoundland and Labrador had a favourable migratory exchange with Ontario. In 2007/2008, 2,200 residents of
Newfoundland and Labrador moved to Ontario decreasing to 1,900 people the following year, whereas 3,300 people
arrived in Newfoundland and Labrador from Ontario increasing to 3,500 during the same time period.

A greater migration deficit for Prince Edward Island in 2008/2009 compared to the previous year was the result
of fewer in-migrants (2,500 down from 2,800) but a stable flow of out-migrants (3,100 in each year). Due to the
small population in Prince Edward Island, migratory exchanges with other provinces and territories were relatively
modest. The largest balance of loss in 2007/2008 was to Alberta resulting from 900 Prince Edward Islanders leaving
and 600 people arriving from the western province. In 2008/2009, fewer Prince Edward Island residents left for Alberta
(700) while migratory in-flows to Prince Edward Island from Alberta remained the same (600).

N.L. P.E.I. N.S. N.B. Que. Ont. Man. Sask. Alta. B.C. Y.T. N.W.T. Nvt.

Newfoundland and Labrador ... 102 1,223 454 205 2,237 164 120 4,861 571 19 196 135
Prince Edward Island 174 ... 535 414 97 666 30 36 910 216 4 17 13
Nova Scotia 1,145 549 ... 2,193 781 5,461 352 269 5,100 1,655 54 154 71
New Brunswick 385 385 2,186 ... 1,641 3,252 178 122 3,560 743 19 74 40
Quebec 179 108 806 1,728 ... 17,160 376 493 7,454 3,209 102 97 72
Ontario 3,271 715 5,219 3,310 12,178 ... 3,610 2,734 27,957 16,629 259 350 236
Manitoba 186 51 392 246 444 4,258 ... 1,956 5,427 3,227 70 86 71
Saskatchewan 113 28 204 151 270 1,781 1,857 ... 8,494 2,952 51 100 25
Alberta 3,549 573 3,590 2,407 2,111 13,485 4,094 11,221 ... 27,149 313 572 56
British Columbia 442 258 1,577 671 2,168 12,736 1,852 3,019 19,256 ... 465 267 42
Yukon 12 7 41 24 30 118 21 43 345 549 ... 45 6
Northwest Territories 148 29 113 46 76 313 89 138 931 427 92 ... 102
Nunavut 155 16 104 33 101 251 88 46 142 69 28 126 ...

Total in-migrants 9,759 2,821 15,990 11,677 20,102 61,718 12,711 20,197 84,437 57,396 1,476 2,084 869
Total out-migrants 10,287 3,112 17,784 12,585 31,784 76,468 16,414 16,026 69,120 42,753 1,241 2,504 1,159
Net migration -528 -291 -1,794 -908 -11,682 -14,750 -3,703 4,171 15,317 14,643 235 -420 -290

Province of destination

number

Province of origin

Table 2
Annual number of interprovincial migrants, 2007/2008

Source: Statistics Canada, Demography Division, internal database.
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The migratory balance for Nova Scotia improved from 2007/2008 to 2008/2009. In 2008/2009 there were slightly
fewer in-migrants (15,500) compared to 2007/2008 (16,000) but during this same time period the number of out-
migrants also dropped (from 17,800 to 16,200). Nova Scotia had its largest migratory exchange with Alberta and
although the flows remained in Alberta’s favour there was less out-migration to Alberta in 2008/2009 (4,500) compared
to 2007/2008 (5,100). In-migration to Nova Scotia from the western province remained fairly stable over the two
years (3,600 in 2007/2008 and 3,400 in 2008/2009). The balance of Nova Scotia’s exchange with Ontario changed
from negative in 2007/2008 to positive in 2008/2009 given that close to 5,500 people left Nova Scotia for Ontario in
2007/2008 falling to 4,900 in 2008/2009 while 5,200 people arrived in Nova Scotia from the most populous province
in each year.

Fewer New Brunswick residents left the province in 2008/2009 (11,500) than the previous year (12,600) and
there were also fewer arrivals during the same period (dropping from 11,700 to 11,300). As was the case with the
other Atlantic provinces, New Brunswick experienced a reduced deficit with Alberta as close to 3,600 people left in
2007/2008 decreasing to 3,000 in 2008/2009 while the number of in-migrants from Alberta increased slightly from
2,400 to 2,500 during the same years.

Although more people left Quebec than arrived in both 2007/2008 and 2008/2009, the deficit was lower in 2008/2009
largely due to reduced out-flows of migrants. A similar number of migrants arrived in Quebec from other provinces
and territories in both 2007/2008 (20,100) and 2008/2009 (20,300) whereas out-migration fell from 31,800 to 27,700.
Quebec’s migratory exchanges were primarily in the direction of Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia, however,
migratory balances generally improved over this period resulting in fewer losses for Quebec. Out-migration from
Quebec to Ontario fell from 17,200 in 2007/2008 to 15,600 in 2008/2009 while in-migration from Ontario also decreased
slightly (from 12,200 to 11,900). In the case of Quebec’s migratory exchange with Alberta, the number of Quebec
residents leaving for Alberta dropped from 7,500 in 2007/2008 to 5,600 in 2008/2009, combined with an increase in
the flow of in-migrants from Alberta from 2,100 to 2,700. Migratory exchanges between Quebec and British Columbia
changed little from 2007/2008 to 2008/2009.

The migratory balances between Ontario and many other provinces were less favourable for Ontario in 2008/2009
compared to the previous year. In 2007/2008 there were 61,700 in-migrants to Ontario falling to 57,500 in 2008/

Table 3
Annual number of interprovincial migrants, 2008/2009

N.L. P.E.I. N.S. N.B. Que. Ont. Man. Sask. Alta. B.C. Y.T. N.W.T. Nvt.

Newfoundland and Labrador ... 114 1,057 406 200 1,909 163 107 3,790 370 16 137 116
Prince Edward Island 159 ... 603 413 76 706 24 36 733 254 20 23 11
Nova Scotia 1,134 444 ... 2,074 697 4,910 339 280 4,513 1,545 62 131 89
New Brunswick 437 307 2,077 ... 1,635 2,987 174 112 3,021 622 22 68 43
Quebec 190 80 672 1,483 ... 15,613 424 420 5,583 2,991 94 101 75
Ontario 3,475 682 5,162 3,169 11,947 ... 3,608 3,693 24,844 15,649 243 344 243
Manitoba 221 44 371 243 448 4,186 ... 1,860 4,518 2,945 49 62 80
Saskatchewan 100 20 282 145 259 1,800 1,646 ... 7,823 2,852 73 102 42
Alberta 3,750 615 3,419 2,499 2,667 13,122 3,518 8,651 ... 22,956 286 521 50
British Columbia 523 176 1,571 723 2,186 11,528 1,804 2,714 19,062 ... 480 243 56
Yukon 27 7 47 16 34 149 36 60 314 498 ... 31 1
Northwest Territories 132 25 116 83 58 290 90 171 946 341 85 ... 103
Nunavut 114 8 90 14 100 258 90 23 91 38 18 100 ...

Total in-migrants 10,262 2,522 15,467 11,268 20,307 57,458 11,916 18,127 75,238 51,061 1,448 1,863 909
Total out-migrants 8,385 3,058 16,218 11,505 27,726 73,059 15,027 15,144 62,054 41,066 1,220 2,440 944
Net migration 1,877 -536 -751 -237 -7,419 -15,601 -3,111 2,983 13,184 9,995 228 -577 -35

Province of origin
Province of destination

number

Source: Statistics Canada, Demography Division, internal database.
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2009 while there were 76,500 and 73,100 out-migrants during the same period. Most of the migratory flows coming
to, or leaving from, Ontario were with the provinces of Alberta, British Columbia and Quebec. The balance of interprovincial
migration with Alberta, while still negative, resulted in fewer losses. This was due to lower out-migration from Ontario
to Alberta (28,000 in 2007/2008 to 24,800 in 2008/2009) and a marginal reduction in the number of in-migrants
(from 13,500 to 13,100). The number of persons who left Ontario for British Columbia decreased from 16,600 in
2007/2008 to 15,600 people in 2008/2009 as did the number of in-migrants from British Columbia (12,700 and
11,500, respectively). Ontario continued to gain in its exchanges with Quebec but to a lesser extent in 2008/2009
compared to the previous year.

For Manitoba, the net deficit of migration was improved in 2008/2009 compared to one year earlier. This was
because the drop in in-migration from 12,700 in 2007/2008 to 11,900 in 2008/2009 was offset by a decreased out-
flow of migrants to other destinations in Canada from 16,400 to 15,000. Most of the migratory exchanges for Manitoba
during the 2007/2008 and 2008/2009 period were in the direction of British Columbia, Alberta, Ontario and Saskatchewan.
In-migration to Manitoba from British Columbia was similar in both 2008/2009 (1,800) and 2007/2008 (1,900) while
out-migration fell marginally (from 3,200 to 2,900). Negative net migration to Alberta dropped between these two
years as out-migration from Manitoba to Alberta decreased from 5,400 in 2007/2008 to 4,500 in 2008/2009 although
in-migration also fell from 4,100 to 3,500. Interprovincial migration from Manitoba to Ontario remained fairly stable
in both 2007/2008 and 2008/2009 as out-migration changed little from 2007/2008 (4,300) to 2008/2009 (4,200) and
in-migration remained constant at 3,600 in-migrants in each year. Out-migration from Manitoba to Saskatchewan
was about the same in 2007/2008 (2,000) as the following year (1,900) while in-migration fell from 1,900 to 1,600,
respectively, increasing the overall exchange slightly in favour of Saskatchewan.

The overall migratory exchange for Saskatchewan continued to favour this province in 2008/2009 but not as
much as in the previous year. In 2007/2008 there were 20,200 people who came to Saskatchewan falling to 18,100
in 2008/2009. At the same time, the flow of out-migrants from Saskatchewan fell from 16,000 to 15,100. During the
2007/2008 and 2008/2009 periods, more migrants came to Saskatchewan from Alberta, Ontario and Manitoba than
left for these provinces. Out-migration in the direction of Alberta declined from 8,500 in 2007/2008 to 7,800 in 2008/2009
but there were also fewer in-migrants from Alberta (11,200 and 8,700, respectively). The flow of migrants from
Saskatchewan to Ontario remained stable at 1,800 in both 2007/2008 and 2008/2009 while the number of migrants
moving in the other direction increased from 2,700 to 3,700 during this time period. Out-migration from Saskatchewan
to Manitoba declined from 1,900 in 2007/2008 to 1,600 in 2008/2009 while the flow of in-migrants was largely unchanged
(2,000 and 1,900, respectively).

While still positive for Alberta, the overall migratory exchange was less beneficial for this province in 2008/2009
than in the previous year. There were fewer Albertans leaving the province (62,100 in 2008/2009 down from 69,100
in 2007/2008) as well as fewer in-migrants in 2008/2009 (75,200) compared to 2007/2008 (84,400). Most positive
net migration for Alberta was from Ontario and Quebec, although the flow of in-migrants from Ontario slowed from
28,000 in 2007/2008 to 24,800 in 2008/2009. Out-migration in the direction of Ontario decreased slightly during the
same years from 13,500 to 13,100. There were net migratory gains from Manitoba in both 2007/2008 and 2008/2009
with the flow of out-migrants slowing from 4,100 to 3,500 as did the number of in-migrants (from 5,400 to 4,500).
Net losses from Alberta to Saskatchewan decreased during the period resulting from a decline in the number of
out-migrants going to Saskatchewan (11,200 in 2007/2008 and 8,700 in 2008/2009) despite receiving fewer in-
migrants in 2008/2009 (7,800) than in 2007/2008 (8,500). More people left Alberta for British Columbia (27,100 in
2007/2008 and 23,000 in 2008/2009) than arrived (19,300 in 2007/2008 and 19,100 in 2008/2009) in each of the
years.

Fewer people moved to British Columbia in 2008/2009 (51,100) compared to one year earlier (57,400) and not
as many people left the province (41,100 and 42,800, respectively). In British Columbia, the balance of interprovincial
migration was primarily positive with the other provinces and territories from 2007/2008 to 2008/2009, with the
largest exchanges between British Columbia and Alberta, Ontario, Manitoba and Quebec. The largest net gain
over this two year period was with Alberta although it was nearly halved in 2008/2009 compared to the previous
year. The number of out-migrants from British Columbia to Alberta was largely unchanged in 2007/2008 (19,300)
and 2008/2009 (19,100) but the number of people entering British Columbia from Alberta was much lower during
this time period (dropping from 27,100 to 23,000). Out-migration from British Columbia in the direction of Ontario
fell slightly from 12,700 in 2007/2008 to 11,500 in 2008/2009 as did the flow of migrants moving to the province
from Ontario (16,600 to 15,600). Out-migration from British Columbia to Manitoba changed little over the two year
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period (1,900 in 2007/2008 and 1,800 in 2008/2009) as did in-migration (3,200 in 2007/2008 and 2,900 in 2008/2009).
The number of British Columbia residents moving to Quebec remained stable during the two years (2,200) while
the number of in-migrants fell negligibly from 3,200 to 3,000.

Due to their smaller populations, migratory exchanges with other provinces and territories were relatively low
for the Yukon, Northwest Territories and Nunavut during the 2007/2008 and 2008/2009 period. Yukon’s largest flows
were with British Columbia with about 500 in-migrants and 500 out-migrants in each year, resulting in a marginal
net loss in 2007/2008 (-100) and close to zero net-migration in 2008/2009. Exchanges between the Yukon and
Ontario involved 300 people or less in either direction and produced a net balance of about 100 people in each year.
The Northwest Territories experienced the largest flows with Alberta with about 900 out-migrants to this province in
both 2007/2008 and 2008/2009 and in-migrants of 600 and 500, respectively, which produced net losses to Alberta.
Nunavut had negligible migratory exchanges with other provinces and territories in 2007/2008 and 2008/2009. In
both 2007/2008 and 2008/2009, about 200 people entered Nunavut from Ontario while 300 people left for this province.

A first look at 2009/2010 trends

The 2009/2010 data on interprovincial migration, based on the Canada Child Tax Benefit files, are preliminary.
This means that the counts of the migratory in-flows and out-flows, as well as net migration, for each particular
province or territory could change once the final data become available. Consequently, the 2009/2010 data are
useful for identifying trends but caution should be used when interpreting slight fluctuations from the previous years
as the final data are likely to be adjusted downward (given that the preliminary data captures any intermediate
moves during the year).

For the 2009/2010 period, the preliminary estimate indicates that 330,400 people changed residence within
the country. In the Atlantic provinces in 2009/2010, more people entered than left the provinces of Newfoundland
and Labrador (1,300), New Brunswick (700) and Nova Scotia (200) as a result of net interprovincial migration. In
Prince Edward Island, slightly more migrants left for other provinces and territories in 2009/2010 than arrived (-900).

In Quebec, there was negative net interprovincial migration (-3,300) in 2009/2010 just as there had been since
1971/1972, but an improvement from the previous five years. Although more people left Ontario for other regions of
Canada in 2009/2010 than arrived (-7,300), the loss was less than half that of 2008/2009 (-15,600).

Both Manitoba and Alberta experienced similar levels of negative net interprovincial migration in 2009/2010
with 2,200 more migrants leaving each province than entering but the histories of net interprovincial migration are
very different in each province. In Manitoba, net interprovincial migration remained negative in 2009/2010, similar to
much of the past 40 years. In contrast, net interprovincial migration was negative in Alberta in 2009/2010 for the
first time since 1994/1995. Among the other western provinces net interprovincial migration is estimated to have
added 3,900 people to the population of Saskatchewan in 2009/2010 and 9,400 people to the population of British
Columbia.

Although the counts are low and final data could change the directionality of the net interprovincial migration
for the territories, preliminary estimates show positive net interprovincial migration for the Yukon (300) and Nunavut
(400) and negative for the Northwest Territories (-500).
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