
Police-reported crime statistics, 2016
Released at 8:30 a.m. Eastern time in The Daily, Monday, July 24, 2017

The police-reported Crime Severity Index (CSI), which measures the volume and severity of crime, increased 1%
in 2016 over the previous year. This marked the second consecutive rise in the index following 11 years of declines.
Even with this increase, the index is still 29% lower than it was in 2006.

The CSI is a measure of police-reported crime that reflects the relative seriousness of individual offences and tracks
changes in crime severity. It indicates whether police-reported crime was relatively more or less serious than in
previous years. For ease of interpretation, the index is converted to 100 for the base year of 2006.

The rise in Canada's CSI in 2016 was primarily driven by a continued increase in the rate of fraud. In addition,
increases were reported in rates of administration of justice offences (such as breach of probation), sexual
violations against children, and child pornography. At the same time, fewer police-reported incidents of breaking
and entering, mischief and robbery were reported. Together, these changes contributed to a slight increase in
Canada's CSI compared with 2015.

The traditional police-reported crime rate, which measures the volume of police-reported crime relative to
population size, remained stable in 2016. Since peaking in 1991, Canada's crime rate has been on a downward
trend, with the only increases reported in 2003 and 2015.

There were almost 1.9 million Criminal Code incidents (excluding traffic) reported by police in 2016,
approximately 27,700 more incidents than in 2015.

Detailed information is provided in the new Juristat article released today, "Police-reported crime statistics in
Canada, 2016".

http://www.statcan.gc.ca/bsolc/olc-cel/olc-cel?catno=85-002-X201700154842&lang=eng


The Daily, Monday, July 24, 2017

Component of Statistics Canada catalogue no. 11-001-X2

Chart 1
Police-reported crime severity indexes, 1998 to 2016
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Note(s): Crime severity indexes are based on Criminal Code incidents, including traffic offences, as well as other federal statute violations. The base index was set
at 100 for 2006 for Canada. Populations are based on Statistics Canada's July 1 estimates.
Source(s): CANSIM table 252-0052.

http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=252-0052&p2=31
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Chart 2
Police-reported crime rates, 1962 to 2016
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Note(s): Information presented in this chart represents data from the Uniform Crime Reporting Aggregate (UCR) Survey, and permits historical comparisons back
to 1962. New definitions of crime categories were introduced in 2009 and are only available in the new version of the UCR back to 1998. As a result, numbers in this
chart will not match data released in the new format. Specifically, the definition of violent crime has been expanded. In addition, UCR aggregates includes some
different offences in the "other crimes" category. Populations are based on Statistics Canada's July 1 estimates.
Source(s): Uniform Crime Reporting Survey (3302).

These data represent incidents that come to the attention of police, either through reporting by the public or
pro-active policing. Information from the General Social Survey (GSS) on Victimization suggest most incidents of
victimization, both violent and non-violent, never come to the attention of the police. Most recent statistics show that
for Canadians aged 15 years and over who were victims of eight specific crime types, just under one-third (31%) of
incidents were reported to the police in 2014. In general, the more serious an incident, the greater the likelihood that
it came to the attention of police.

Of those victims who did not report to the police, almost 8 in 10 indicated that the incident was too minor to be worth
taking the time to report. While a number of violent crime victims felt that it was a personal matter (63%), reasons
for not reporting incidents of household victimization to police appeared to be primarily linked to a somewhat low
expectation of results. These include believing that the police would not consider the incident important enough
(66%), that they would not be able to identify the perpetrator or find the property stolen (65%), or that there was a
lack of evidence for meaningful police action (61%).

Seven provinces and territories report decreases in Crime Severity Index

From 2015 to 2016, seven provinces and territories reported decreases in their CSI, while Yukon reported no
change. Decreases were reported in the Northwest Territories (-9%), Quebec (-3%), Prince Edward Island (-3%),
Nova Scotia (-3%), New Brunswick (-2%), Alberta (-1%), and British Columbia (-1%). In contrast, the CSI increased
in Saskatchewan (+9%), Manitoba (+8%), Newfoundland and Labrador (+6%), Nunavut (+4%) and Ontario (+4%).

http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=3302
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As in previous years, CSI and crime rates were highest in the territories. The Western provinces reported the next
highest CSIs and crime rates. Among the provinces, Saskatchewan continued to have the highest overall CSI
(148.8) and crime rate (11,746 incidents per 100,000 population). Prince Edward Island (48.5) reported the lowest
CSI in 2016, while Quebec continued to report the lowest crime rate (3,247 incidents per 100,000 population).

Just under two-thirds of census metropolitan areas record an increase in the severity of
police-reported crime

From 2015 to 2016, 20 of 33 of Canada's census metropolitan areas (CMAs) reported increases in their CSI. The
largest increases were recorded in the CMAs of Winnipeg (+16%), Regina (+15%) and Brantford (+13%).
Winnipeg's increase was a result of more reported incidents of robbery and breaking and entering. A higher CSI in
Regina was primarily due to more incidents of fraud and attempted murder. The CMAs with the largest declines in
CSI were Trois-Rivières (-14%) and Victoria (-12%).

As has been the case since 2010, Regina (125.8) and Saskatoon (117.8) were the CMAs with the highest CSIs.
These Saskatchewan CMAs were followed in the CSI rankings in 2016 by Edmonton (105.7), Winnipeg (103.9),
Kelowna (100.3), Vancouver (94.3) and Abbotsford–Mission (91.4). These seven CMAs also had the highest
police-reported crime rates in 2016.

The CMAs with the lowest CSIs continued to be Québec (45.2), Barrie (45.4) and Toronto (47.5), followed by
Trois-Rivières (48.7).

For half the violent crime types, rates decrease in 2016

In 2016, Canada's violent CSI, which measures the overall volume and severity of violent crime, remained stable.
Rates for half the violent crime types decreased from 2015 to 2016, with the largest decline reported for criminal
harassment (-7%). Violent crimes for which rates increased included sexual violations against children (+30%);
violations causing death other than homicide (+14%); the relatively new violations related to the commodification of
sexual activity (+11%); aggravated sexual assault (+6%); forcible confinement or kidnapping (+4%); the use,
discharge, or pointing of firearms (+3%); threatening or harassing phone calls (+3%); assault with a weapon or
causing bodily harm (+1%), and; aggravated assault (+1%).

The national homicide rate decreases in 2016, but variation is observed across the
provinces and territories

In 2016, homicides represented less than 0.2% of all violent crimes. Police reported 611 homicides in Canada
in 2016, two more than the previous year. Due to growth in Canada's population, the homicide rate decreased 1%
from 1.70 homicides per 100,000 population in 2015 to 1.68 homicides per 100,000 population in 2016.

There was little change at the national level, due to a mixture of notable increases seen across some provinces and
notable decreases seen across others. Ontario (+32) and Saskatchewan (+10) reported the largest increases in the
number of homicides in 2016. In contrast, there were large decreases in the number of homicides in Alberta (-17),
Quebec (-12) and British Columbia (-10).

With eight homicides in 2016, Thunder Bay recorded the highest homicide rate among the CMAs (6.64 homicides
per 100,000 population). Edmonton (47 homicides, or a rate of 3.39), and Regina (8 homicides, or a rate of 3.23)
had the next-highest homicide rates. In 2016, no homicides were reported in Trois-Rivières, Kingston or Greater
Sudbury.
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Increase in rate of sexual violations against children coincides with increases to
maximum penalties

The increase in the rate of sexual violations against children may be partly attributable to the effects on data
classification of the July 2015 implementation of Bill C-26. The Tougher Penalties for Child Predators Act increased
the maximum penalties for most types of sexual violations against children. As crime statistics are reported based
on the most serious offence as determined by the maximum penalty, legislative changes such as Bill C-26, which
increase maximum penalties, can contribute to an increase in official statistics for violations affected.

While most types of sexual violations against children rose in 2016, the greatest increase was reported for incidents
of sexual interference, which is the act of touching any person under the age of 16 for sexual purposes. It increased
from 3,283 incidents in 2015 to 4,602 incidents in 2016.

Overall, there were just over 6,900 reported incidents of sexual violations against children in 2016, a rate increase
of 30% over 2015. The rate has been on an upward trend since 2010, when the first full year of data became
available.

Police are alerted to only a small proportion of sexual assault incidents

While the rate of self-reported sexual assault did not change significantly from 2004 to 2014, the rate of
police-reported sexual assault in 2016 was 15% lower than a decade ago. This demonstrates that, due to a range
of factors, police-reported data can underestimate the nature and extent of sexual assault.

These types of offences often go unreported to police. Self-reported data from the GSS on Victimization showed
that only 5% of sexual assaults experienced by Canadians aged 15 years and older in 2014 were brought to the
attention of police. Like police-reported data, the GSS found the majority (71%) of incidents involved unwanted
sexual touching. The most common reasons for not reporting sexual assaults to the police were that the victim
perceived the crime as minor and not worth taking the time to report (71%); the incident was a private or personal
matter and handled informally (67%); and the victim perceived that no one was harmed during the incident (63%).

In early 2017, Canadian media highlighted variations in how police record sexual assaults as unfounded, which may
also have had an impact on official statistics. Over the coming year, Statistics Canada will provide standards and
guidelines to police services to ensure standardized reporting. Statistics Canada will once again collect and release
data on unfounded incidents, including sexual assaults, in July 2018.

In 2016, there were 21,014 police-reported sexual assaults, resulting in a rate of 58 incidents
per 100,000 population, a decrease of 1% from 2015. This decline is mostly attributable to the increases in
maximum penalties under Bill C-26 for sexual violations against children. Criminal incidents involving both a
level 1 sexual assault and a sexual violation against a child are now being counted as a sexual violation against a
child. Prior to Bill C-26, these incidents would have been counted as a level 1 sexual assault.

For more information on incidents of self-reported sexual assault in Canada, refer to "Self-reported sexual assault in
Canada, 2014". Statistics Canada will be publishing a Juristat article in the fall of 2017 on police-reported sexual
assault and another article on court outcomes of sexual assaults reported to police.

Police-reported incidents of child pornography continue to rise

In 2016, the number and rate of child pornography incidents increased for the eighth consecutive year, up
from 4,380 incidents in 2015 to 6,245 incidents in 2016. As a result, the rate increased by 41%, to 17 incidents
per 100,000 population in 2016. This is 233% higher than the rate reported in 2006.

Part of this increase can be attributed to a proactive project initiated by the British Columbia Integrated Child
Exploitation Unit which recorded Internet Protocol (IP) addresses that were in possession of, and possibly sharing
child pornography. As the initiative focused on Vancouver in 2016, a 124% increase in these offences was reported
by that jurisdiction for the year.

http://www.statcan.gc.ca/daily-quotidien/170711/dq170711a-eng.htm
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Second year of reporting new offences related to the commodification of sexual activity
shows increases

In 2016, there were 708 police-reported incidents related to the commodification of sexual activity. These relatively
new offences prohibit acts such as 'obtaining sexual services for consideration', 'receiving material benefit from
sexual services', 'procuring', and 'advertising sexual services'. The new offences were introduced and outlined in
December 2014 under Bill C-36, the Protection of Communities and Exploited Persons Act. This was in response to
the Supreme Court of Canada's 2013 decision that the laws surrounding prostitution offences were unconstitutional.
The new legislation is aimed at protecting sex workers, considered to be victims of sexual exploitation and at risk of
violence.

Compared with 2015, the rate of offences related to the commodification of sexual activity increased 11%, with most
types of offences within this category increasing. The overall change in 2016 was primarily driven by an
additional 51 incidents of 'procuring' and 25 more incidents of 'obtaining sexual services for consideration'.

Increase in the non-consensual distribution of intimate images, a relatively new crime

In 2016, the rate for the relatively new violation of non-consensual distribution of intimate images (enacted in
March 2015 with Bill C-13, the Protecting Canadians from Online Crime Act) increased 137%. In 2016, police
reported 815 such incidents, compared with 340 in 2015. This is likely due not only to 2016 being the first full year
of data, but, as with many new criminal offences, the growing recognition and application by police.

The new offence criminalizes publishing, distributing, selling, making available or advertising intimate images
without the consent of the person depicted in the image. Reported violations increased from 2015 to 2016 in almost
all provinces, with Quebec and Ontario accounting for the largest volume of growth. In Quebec, the number of
reported incidents increased from 53 to 186, while in Ontario reported incidents grew from 114 to 286.

Increase in non-violent CSI in 2016 due to more police-reported incidents of fraud

In 2016, Canada's non-violent CSI increased 2% from 2015 to 69.3. The offence that contributed to this increase
was fraud, which grew for the fifth consecutive year.

The rate of police-reported incidents of total fraud, which includes general fraud, identity fraud and identity theft,
was 14% higher than in 2015. While the rate of general fraud (which accounts for the vast majority of fraud)
grew 14%, rates also increased for identity fraud (+16%) and identify theft (+21%).

In 2016, increases in total fraud were reported by all provinces and territories, except the Northwest Territories
(-12%) and New Brunswick (-12%). The largest increases were reported in Prince Edward Island (+66%), Nunavut
(+61%) and Saskatchewan (+37%). Saskatchewan experienced the highest rate of total fraud
(616 per 100,000 population) and Nunavut reported the lowest (216 per 100,000 population).

Increases in total fraud were reported by 28 of 33 CMAs. The only exceptions to the national increase were Saint
John (-13%), Moncton (-6%), Windsor (-3%), Hamilton (-2%) and Halifax (-1%). The largest increases were
reported in Greater Sudbury (+47%), Regina (+42%), Thunder Bay (+31%), Abbotsford–Mission (+30%), Saguenay
(+29%) and Brantford (+29%). The increases are partly attributable to more police-reported incidents of Canada
Revenue Agency–themed scams and may also be due to an increased awareness of cybercrime in general.

Rate of cannabis-related offences declines for fifth consecutive year

In Canada, drug offences such as possession, trafficking, importation and exportation, and production fall under the
Controlled Drugs and Substances Act (CDSA). In 2016, there were about 95,400 CDSA offences reported by
police, representing a rate of 263 per 100,000 population. Of these, more than half (58%) were cannabis-related
offences.
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For the last five years, police-reported rates of cannabis-related drug offences have been declining in Canada.
In 2016, there were approximately 55,000 cannabis-related drug offences reported to police, about 6,000 less than
were reported in 2015. The majority of these offences (81%) were possession offences which represented a rate
of 122 per 100,000 population, or 12% lower than in 2015.

Along with the decline in cannabis offences, the number of persons charged has also been decreasing. In 2016, the
rate of persons charged with a cannabis-related offence declined 16% from 2015. Of the 23,329 people charged
with cannabis-related offences in 2016, 17,733 (76%) were charged with possession of cannabis, about 3,600 less
than in 2015.

While the rate of police-reported cannabis offences has been going down, use by Canadians has not. In 2015, 12%
of Canadians aged 15 years and older, or 3.6 million people, had used cannabis in the past year, according to the
Canadian Tobacco, Alcohol and Drug Survey conducted every two years. This is slightly higher than the 11%
or 3.1 million people who reported use in 2013. Past-year cannabis use among this age group has fluctuated from
as high as 14% in 2004 to as low as 9% in 2011.

Most forms of cocaine drug offences continued to decline in 2016, dropping 8% from 2015 to a rate of 39 incidents
per 100,000 population. This was the fourth consecutive year of declines for these types of offences.

In contrast, the combined rate of possession, trafficking, production and distribution of drugs, other than cannabis
and cocaine, has been increasing since 2010. From 2015 to 2016, the most notable increases were reported for
possession of heroin (+32%); possession of methamphetamines (+22%); trafficking, production or distribution of
heroin (+15%); and trafficking, production or distribution of methamphetamines (+10%).

In addition, there was a 7% increase in possession of "other drugs" such as prescription drugs (including opioids
such as Fentanyl), LSD, and "date rape" drugs. The exceptions to the national increase were possession of
methylenedioxyamphetamine, commonly known as ecstasy (-40%); trafficking, production or distribution of
methylenedioxyamphetamine (-18%); and trafficking, production or distribution of "other drugs" (-3%).

Police-reported impaired driving rate down for fifth consecutive year, but drug-impaired
driving up

Police reported nearly 70,500 alcohol or drug-impaired driving incidents in 2016, about 1,400 fewer than the year
before. The rate of impaired driving decreased by 3% in 2016 to 194 impaired driving incidents
per 100,000 population, representing the fifth consecutive year of declines.

Almost all police-reported impaired driving incidents continued to involve alcohol in 2016 (96%), while a small
proportion (4%) involved drugs.

Unlike the overall decline in impaired driving from 2015 to 2016, the number and rate for almost all drug-impaired
driving violations increased. There were 3,098 drug-impaired driving violations in 2016, 343 more than the previous
year and an 11% increase in the rate for drug-impaired driving. Although rates for drug impaired driving are
relatively low (8.5 per 100,000 population in 2016), they have been on the rise since data became available in 2008.

The national increase in 2016 was largely driven by increases in Ontario (+38%), British Columbia (+29%) and
Quebec (+10%). Declines were reported in Yukon, Manitoba, Nova Scotia, Saskatchewan, New Brunswick and
Nunavut.

Despite the increase in the rate of drug-impaired driving, it remained low compared with the rate of alcohol-impaired
driving (186 per 100,000 population). This may be partly explained by greater difficulties in measuring the level of
drug impairment compared with alcohol impairment.
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Youth overall Crime Severity Index is down, but youth violent Crime Severity Index is up
for second consecutive year

There were approximately 88,000 youth, aged 12 to 17 years, accused of a Criminal Code offence in 2016,
about 5,000 fewer than in the previous year. The rate of police-reported youth crime in 2016, 3,795 youth accused
per 100,000 youth population, was 5% lower than in 2015. This marked the seventh consecutive decline
since 2010 and was largely the result of a 10% decrease in the rate of youth accused of property crimes. The youth
CSI, which measures both the volume and severity of crime involving youth accused (both charged and not
charged), declined 2% from 2015.

While both the rate of youth accused of crimes and the youth CSI declined in 2016, the severity and volume of
violent crime, measured by the youth violent CSI, increased 5%. This is the second consecutive increase in youth
violent CSI reported, following consecutive declines from 2010 to 2014. The increase in youth violent CSI
in 2016 was driven by more youth accused of attempted murder, robbery and sexual violations against
children—specifically, the offence of sexual interference.

Most provinces and territories reported decreases in youth violent CSI. The exceptions were Nova Scotia (+25%),
Quebec (+16%), Yukon (+15%) and Ontario (+14%). Manitoba reported no change. The increase in Nova Scotia
was primarily due to an increase in homicides (from zero in 2015 to two in 2016) and attempted murders (from one
in 2015 to eight in 2016). In Quebec, the increase was due to an additional 114 youth accused of robbery
(from 383 in 2015 to 497 in 2016). In Ontario, the increase was driven by more youth accused of robbery and
sexual violations against children in 2016.
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Note to readers

The crime rate and the Crime Severity Index (CSI) are complementary measures of police-reported crime. The crime rate measures the
volume of crime reported to the police per 100,000 population, while the CSI measures both the volume and severity of crimes reported to
the police.

To calculate the CSI, each violation is assigned a weight. CSI weights are based on the violation's incarceration rate, as well as the
average length of prison sentence handed down by criminal courts. The more serious the average sentence, the higher the weight for that
offence. To calculate the CSI, the weighted offences are summed and then divided by the population. As with the other indexes, to
simplify comparison, the CSI is then standardized to a base year of "100" (for the CSI, the base year is 2006). In other words, all CSI
values are relative to the Canada-level CSI for 2006. CSI values are available back to 1998. In addition to the overall CSI, a Violent Crime
Severity Index (VCSI) and a Non-violent Crime Severity Index (NVCSI) were created. Like the overall CSI, they have been standardized;
therefore, the values for these indexes are relative to the Canada-level indexes for the base year, namely "100" for 2006. For more
information on the concepts and use of the severity indexes, see the document " Measuring Crime in Canada: Introducing the Crime
Severity Index and Improvements to the Uniform Crime Reporting Survey " (85-004-X). Also, see the video, "Measuring crime in Canada:
a detailed look at the Crime Severity Index."

Data are drawn from the Uniform Crime Reporting Survey, a census of all crime known to, and substantiated by, police services.
However, for incidents of child pornography, due to the complexfity of these incidents, the data likely reflect the number of active or closed
investigations for the year and that reside within the police records management system, rather than the total number of incidents
reported to police. Police-reported crime statistics conform to a nationally approved set of common crime categories and definitions. They
have been systematically reported by police services and submitted to Statistics Canada every year since 1962. Differences in local
police service policies, procedures and enforcement practices can affect the comparability of crime statistics at the municipal level.

Statistics Canada also collects self-reported victimization data from the General Social Survey on Victimization (GSS).The GSS collects
information on self-reported incidents of criminal victimization, regardless of whether they were reported to the police. The GSS on
Victimization is carried out every five years; the most recent cycle for which data are available was conducted in 2014.

http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/olc-cel/olc.action?objId=85-004-X&ObjType=2&lang=en&limit=0
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/cgi-bin/IPS/display?cat_num=85-004-X
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/eng/sc/video/csi
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Table 1
Police-reported crime for selected offences, Canada
  2016 2015 to 2016 2006 to 2016

number rate % change in rate % change in rate

Total, all violations 2,142,545 5,905 0s -26
 

Total Criminal Code (excluding traffic) – "crime rate" 1,895,546 5,224 0s -28
 

Violent crime, total 381,594 1,052 -1 -24
Homicide 611 2 -1 -9
Other violations causing death 97 0s 14 -46
Attempted murder 777 2 -1 -17
Sexual assault – level 3 – aggravated 111 0s 6 -45
Sexual assault – level 2 – weapon or bodily harm 379 1 -1 -13
Sexual assault – level 1 20,524 57 -1 -15
Sexual violations against children1 6,917 19 30 ...
Assault – level 3 – aggravated 3,395 9 1 -9
Assault – level 2 – weapon or bodily harm 48,626 134 1 -18
Assault – level 1 156,279 431 -2 -24
Assault peace officer 9,967 27 0s -7
Other assaults 2,051 6 -6 -47
Firearms – use of, discharge, pointing 2,465 7 3 45
Robbery 21,806 60 -3 -43
Forcible confinement or kidnapping 3,783 10 4 -24
Abduction 378 1 -3 -34
Extortion 3,003 8 -3 95
Criminal harassment 18,825 52 -7 -19
Uttering threats 60,448 167 -5 -31
Threatening or harassing phone calls 15,225 42 3 -50
Commodification of sexual activity2 708 2 11 ...
Other violent Criminal Code violations 5,219 14 2 9

 
Property crime, total 1,163,647 3,207 0s -33
Breaking and entering 159,119 439 -2 -43
Possess stolen property 20,279 56 0s -49
Theft of motor vehicle 78,710 217 -1 -55
Theft over $5,000 (non-motor vehicle) 15,415 42 -1 -19
Theft of $5,000 or under (non-motor vehicle) 495,639 1,366 1 -28
Fraud3 108,513 299 14 ...
Identity fraud3 13,918 38 16 ...
Identity theft3 3,105 9 21 ...
Mischief 260,455 718 -6 -38
Arson 8,494 23 -6 -42

 
Other Criminal Code offences, total 350,305 965 4 -8
Counterfeiting 795 2 16 -38
Weapons violations 15,016 41 2 -17
Child pornography 6,245 17 41 233
Prostitution2 219 1 44 ...
Terrorism4 132 0s -16 ...
Disturbing the peace 97,554 269 -7 -25
Administration of justice violations 203,265 560 12 9
Other violations 27,079 75 -8 -27

 
Criminal Code traffic violations, total 123,930 342 -3 -9
Alcohol impaired driving 67,411 186 -4 ...
Drug impaired driving 3,098 9 11 ...
Other Criminal Code traffic violations 53,421 147 -2 4
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Table 1 - continued
Police-reported crime for selected offences, Canada
  2016 2015 to 2016 2006 to 2016

number rate % change in rate % change in rate

Drug offences, total 95,417 263 -6 -11
Possession – cannabis 44,301 122 -12 -10
Possession – cocaine 7,056 19 -5 -46
Possession – methamphetamines5 7,673 21 22 ...
Possession – heroin 2,143 6 32 216
Possession – methylenedioxyamphetamine5 255 1 -40 ...
Possession – other drugs5 7,695 21 7 ...
Trafficking, production or distribution – cannabis 10,639 29 -4 -39
Trafficking, production or distribution – cocaine 7,161 20 -11 -40
Trafficking, production or distribution – methamphetamines5 2,153 6 10 ...
Trafficking, production or distribution – heroin 912 3 15 126
Trafficking, production or distribution –

methylenedioxyamphetamine5 196 1 -18 ...
Trafficking, production or distribution – other drugs5 5,233 14 -3 ...

 
Other federal statute violations, total 27,652 76 9 -13
Youth Criminal Justice Act 6,076 17 -15 -45
Other federal statutes 21,576 59 18 5

... not applicable
0 true zero or a value rounded to zero
0s value rounded to 0 (zero) where there is a meaningful distinction between true zero and the value that was rounded
1. Sexual violations against children is a relatively new crime category with only partial data available prior to 2010, therefore the percentage change from 2006 to

2016 is not shown.
2. In December 2014, new legislation came into effect governing prostitution-related activities. The new legislation targets "the exploitation that is inherent in

prostitution and the risks of violence posed to those who engage in it" (C.C. Chapter 25, preamble). New violations classified as "Commodification of Sexual
Activity" under "Violent Crime" include: the purchasing of sexual services or communicating for that purpose, receiving a material benefit deriving from the
purchase of sexual services, procuring of persons for the purpose of prostitution, and advertising sexual services offered for sale. In addition, a number of other
offences related to prostitution continue to be considered non-violent offences and are classified under "Other Criminal Code offences". These include
communicating to provide sexual services for consideration, and stopping or impeding traffic for the purpose of offering, providing or obtaining sexual services for
consideration. Therefore, the percentage change from 2006 to 2016 is not shown.

3. In January 2010, the Uniform Crime Reporting Survey was modified to create new violation codes for identity fraud and identity theft. Prior to 2010, those offences
would have been coded as fraud. Therefore, the percentage change from 2006 to 2016 is not shown.

4. Includes seven new terrorism violations which were introduced mid-year 2013, as a result of the enactment of Bill S-7 (An Act to amend the Criminal Code, the
Canada Evidence Act and the Security of Information Act). An additional terrorism violation code was introduced in late 2015, as a result of the enactment of Bill
C-51 Anti-terrorism Act (2015). Therefore, comparisons to previous years should be made with caution. Terrorism is a relatively new crime category with only
partial data available prior to 2010; therefore, the percentage change from 2006 to 2016 is not shown. Due to the length of time for investigations to confirm
whether or not the incident is founded, annual counts of terrorism offences are subject to revisions downwards when revised data are released one year after the
initial release. Therefore, changes between the current year of data and the previous year should be interpreted with caution.

5. In April 2008, the Uniform Crime Reporting Survey began counting violations involving methamphetamines (e.g., crystal meth) and methylenedioxyamphetamine
(MDA) (e.g., ecstasy) under their own unique violation codes. Prior to this, violations involving methamphetamines and MDA were counted within the category of
"Other Drugs". Therefore, the percentage change from 2006 to 2016 for violations involving methamphetamines, MDA or "Other Drugs" are not shown.

Note(s): Police-reported statistics may be affected by differences in the way police services deal with offences. In some instances, police or municipalities might
choose to deal with some offences using municipal by-laws or provincial provisions rather than Criminal Code provisions. Counts are based on the most
serious violation in the incident. One incident may involve multiple violations. Data for specific types of crime are available, in most cases, from 1977.
Rates are calculated on the basis of 100,000 population. Percentage changes are based on unrounded rates. Populations are based on Statistics
Canada's July 1 estimates.

Source(s): CANSIM table 252-0051.

http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=252-0051&p2=31
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Table 2
Police-reported Crime Severity Index and crime rate, by province and territory
  Crime Severity Index Crime rate

2016 2015 to 2016 2016 2015 to 2016

    index   % change   rate   % change

Canada 71.0 1 5,224 0s

Newfoundland and Labrador 69.3 6 5,924 2
Prince Edward Island 48.5 -3 4,322 4
Nova Scotia 61.2 -3 4,879 -3
New Brunswick 61.7 -2 4,696 -5
Quebec 54.7 -3 3,247 -4
Ontario 52.7 4 3,608 2
Manitoba 114.4 8 8,807 7
Saskatchewan 148.8 9 11,746 4
Alberta 102.5 -1 8,060 0s

British Columbia 93.6 -1 7,738 -1
Yukon 183.9 0s 22,543 -5
Northwest Territories 291.7 -9 40,588 -9
Nunavut 286.4 4 34,413 5

0 true zero or a value rounded to zero
0s value rounded to 0 (zero) where there is a meaningful distinction between true zero and the value that was rounded
Note(s): The Crime Severity Index (CSI) is based on Criminal Code incidents, including traffic offences, as well as other federal statute violations. For the CSI, the

base index was set at 100 for 2006 for Canada. The crime rate is based upon Criminal Code incidents, excluding traffic offences. Rates are calculated on
the basis of 100,000 population. Percentage changes are based on unrounded rates. Populations are based on Statistics Canada's July 1 estimates.

Source(s): CANSIM tables 252-0051 and 252-0052.

http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=252-0052&p2=31
http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=252-0051&p2=31
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Table 3
Police-reported Crime Severity Index and crime rate, by census metropolitan area
  Crime Severity Index Crime rate

2016 2015 to 2016 2016 2015 to 2016

    index   % change   rate   % change

Census metropolitan area1,2,3        
Canada 71.0 1 5,224 0s

St. John's 79.2 7 5,721 -3
Halifax 61.0 -4 4,663 -4
Moncton 75.7 -4 6,196 -9
Saint John 52.7 -6 4,305 -8
Saguenay 56.9 6 3,319 4
Québec 45.2 8 3,000 1
Sherbrooke 50.3 1 3,297 2
Trois-Rivières 48.7 -14 2,946 -13
Montréal 57.8 -5 3,389 -5
Gatineau4 56.7 6 3,688 -1
Ottawa5 51.3 10 3,492 5
Kingston 55.2 -2 4,743 -1
Peterborough 55.1 0s 4,286 0s

Toronto 47.5 4 2,954 2
Hamilton 53.6 6 3,502 0s

St. Catharines–Niagara 50.3 -4 3,519 -1
Kitchener–Cambridge–Waterloo 61.2 1 4,697 2
Brantford 86.8 13 6,138 7
Guelph 54.6 9 4,496 13
London 68.4 5 5,503 4
Windsor 65.1 4 4,425 -1
Barrie 45.4 5 3,567 -1
Greater Sudbury 63.5 7 4,532 5
Thunder Bay 85.9 6 6,259 2
Winnipeg 103.9 16 6,653 13
Regina 125.8 15 9,253 11
Saskatoon 117.8 5 8,942 6
Calgary 74.6 -6 5,260 -1
Edmonton 105.7 3 8,131 6
Kelowna 100.3 0s 8,445 2
Abbotsford–Mission 91.4 -5 7,009 -6
Vancouver 94.3 -1 7,282 -1
Victoria 63.8 -12 5,689 -6

0 true zero or a value rounded to zero
0s value rounded to 0 (zero) where there is a meaningful distinction between true zero and the value that was rounded
1. A census metropolitan area (CMA) consists of one or more neighbouring municipalities situated around a major urban core. A CMA must have a total population

of at least 100,000 of which 50,000 or more live in the urban core. To be included in the CMA, other adjacent municipalities must have a high degree of integration
with the central urban area, as measured by commuting flows derived from census data. A CMA typically comprises more than one police service.

2. CMA populations have been adjusted to follow policing boundaries.
3. The Oshawa CMA is excluded from this table because of the incongruity between the police service jurisdictional boundaries and the CMA boundaries.
4. Gatineau refers to the Quebec part of the Ottawa–Gatineau CMA.
5. Ottawa refers to the Ontario part of the Ottawa–Gatineau CMA.
Note(s): Police-reported statistics may be affected by differences in the way police services deal with offences. In some instances, police or municipalities might

choose to deal with some offences using municipal by-laws or provincial provisions rather than Criminal Code provisions. The Crime Severity Index (CSI) is
based on Criminal Code incidents, including traffic offences, as well as other federal statute violations. For the CSI, the base index was set at 100 for 2006
for Canada. The crime rate is based upon Criminal Code incidents, excluding traffic offences. Rates are calculated on the basis of 100,000 population.
Percentage changes are based on unrounded rates. Populations are based on Statistics Canada's July 1 estimates.

Source(s): CANSIM tables 252-0051 and 252-0052.

http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=252-0051&p2=31
http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=252-0052&p2=31
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Available in CANSIM: tables 252-0051, 252-0052 and 252-0075 to 252-0090.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey number 3302.

The Juristat article "Police-reported crime statistics in Canada, 2016" (85-002-X) is now available.

Additional data are available upon request.

Additional information related to this release will be available in CANSIM soon.

For more information, or to enquire about the concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact us
(toll-free 1-800-263-1136; 514-283-8300; STATCAN.infostats-infostats.STATCAN@canada.ca) or Media
Relations (613-951-4636; STATCAN.mediahotline-ligneinfomedias.STATCAN@canada.ca).

http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=252-0052&p2=31
http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=252-0075..252-0090&p2=31
http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=252-0051&p2=31
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/imdb-bmdi/3302-eng.htm
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/bsolc/olc-cel/olc-cel?catno=85-002-X201700154842&lang=eng
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/cgi-bin/IPS/display?cat_num=85-002-X
mailto:STATCAN.infostats-infostats.STATCAN@canada.ca
mailto:STATCAN.mediahotline-ligneinfomedias.STATCAN@canada.ca

