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PCCF LICENCE 

 End-use Licence Agreement for Postal CodeOM Conversion File and/or Postal CodesOM by Federal Ridings 
File and/or Postal CodeOM Conversion File Plus (“data product”)  
The Government of Canada (Statistics Canada) is the owner or a licensee of all intellectual property rights in this 
data product. You (hereinafter referred to as 'the Licensee') are granted a non-exclusive, non-assignable and non-
transferable licence to use this data product subject to the terms below. This licence is not a sale of any or all of the 
rights of the owner(s). The data product includes information taken with permission from © Canada Post 
Corporation. All rights reserved. Information taken with permission from Canada Post Corporation does not form 
part of the Government of Canada open data portal.  

Terms of use 

1. The Licensee shall not lend, rent, lease, sublicense, distribute, make public, transfer or sell any part of the data
product nor any right granted under this agreement to any person outside the licensed organization or to any
other organization.

2. The Licensee shall not disassemble, decompile or in any way attempt to reverse engineer any part of the data
product.

3. The Licensee shall not use any part of the data product to develop or derive any other data product or data
service for external distribution or commercial sale.

4. The Licensee shall not use the data product other than for the purpose of matching postal codeOM data to
geography in accordance with Appendix ‘A’.

5. The Licensee shall not use the data product for the following mail preparation purposes:

i addressing mail;  
ii pre-sorting addressed mail;  
iii preparing unaddressed mail by householder count for delivery 

6. The Licensee agrees not to merge or link the data product with any other databases in such a fashion that gives
the appearance that the Licensee may have received, or had access to, information held by Statistics Canada
about any identifiable individual, family, household, organization or business.

7. The Licensee is granted rights of use of the content of this data product for the purpose expressly described in
Appendix ‘A’, attached, and for no other purpose. In such cases, the source of the data must be acknowledged
in all documents and communications by providing the following source citation at the bottom of each table
and graph:

Source: (or Adapted from) Statistics Canada Postal CodeOM Conversion File and/or Postal 
CodesOM by Federal Ridings File and/or Postal CodeOM Conversion File Plus (November 
2019) which is based on data licensed from Canada Post Corporation.  

8. The Licensee may publish an extract of up to 1% of the data product pursuant to Appendix ‘A’. This permission
includes the use of the extracted data in support of analyses and in reporting of results and conclusions. The
Licensee shall obtain approval from Statistics Canada before publishing extract of the data product in excess
of 1%.

9. The Licensee is authorized to provide the data product to contractors/consultants only for the purpose of
“providing” data manipulation and consulting services exclusively to Licensee. Upon completion of work, the
contractor/consultant must i) return all data products to Licensee, and ii) delete the data product from their
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systems and premises.” Contractors or consultants may not use the data product or derived products for their 
own purposes or to offer services to third parties.  

 
10. The Licensee must display the following disclaimer on each search access point if the data product is used in a 

search engine application pursuant to Appendix ‘A’: “this tool does not validate postal codesOM”.  
 
11. The Licensee agrees to permit Statistics Canada to provide to Canada Post upon request, a copy of this signed 

agreement for audit purposes only.  
 
Term 
 
This licence is effective as of the date of signature and shall automatically terminate if any of the terms and 
conditions are violated.  
 
Termination  
 
Any violation of this licence renders it void and of no effect. This agreement will terminate automatically without 
notice if the Licensee fails to comply with any of the terms of this agreement.  
Statistics Canada or the Licensee may terminate this agreement without cause upon thirty (30) day written notice or 
at a time otherwise agreed upon by both parties. In the event of termination, the Licensee must immediately return 
the data product to Statistics Canada or destroy it and certify this destruction in writing to Statistics Canada.  
 
Warranties and disclaimers  
 
This data product is provided ‘as-is,’ and Statistics Canada and its licensors make no warranty, either express or 
implied, including but not limited to, warranties of merchantability and fitness for a particular purpose. In no event 
will Statistics Canada or its licensors be liable for any direct, special, indirect, consequential or other damages, 
however caused.  
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Acceptance of terms  
 
It is your responsibility to ensure that your use of this data product complies with these terms. Any infringement of 
Statistics Canada's rights may result in legal action.  
 
Any use whatsoever of this data product shall constitute your acceptance of the terms of this agreement.  
For further information please contact:  
 
Statistics Canada  
PCCF  
150 Tunney’s Pasture Driveway  
Ottawa, Ontario  
K1A 0T6  
Email: statcan.pccf-fccp.statcan@statcan.gc.ca  
 
I acknowledge that I have read and understand the terms and conditions under which the data product(s) can be 
used and that the organization will abide by them. 
 
____________________________________  
Name of organization  
 
____________________________________  
Licence Administrator  
 
____________________________________  
Signature  
 
____________________________________  
Date  
(______) _____-_______  
Phone Number  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:statcan.pccf-fccp.statcan@statcan.gc.ca
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Appendix A 
Matching Postal CodeOM data to geography, for the purposes of: 

 
• Marketing/targeting initiatives - Use in conjunction with client records (personal and business accounts) 

and Statistics Canada demographic data for marketing/cross-selling of products and services.  
• Measurement tool - to calculate the effect of advertising campaigns on market share and measured against 

population counts.  
• Spatial location – Postal CodesOM are located on a map in relation to Statistics Canada Census 

geography.  
• Creation of custom geographies - The Postal CodesOM coordinates are used in the creation of custom 

geographies (grouping of Postal CodesOM) for statistical outputs.  
• Postal CodeOM matching to higher levels of geography (Prov., CD, CSD) of participants in online panels 

or surveys.  
• Linkage to database - Postal CodeOM linkage to personal records of study group (i.e., patient records, 

etc.) and STC demographic data to demonstrate correlations.  
• Link health records and other data to health regions.  
• Concordance purposes - As a concordance file to associate postal codeOM to demographic data (relation 

between administrative data and Statistics Canada data).  
• Mapping – spatial location in relation to other higher geographic hierarchy.  
• To locate Postal CodesOM and relate them to administrative boundaries such as Municipalities (lookup 

tables).  
• Linkage to FED – to locate info such as various expenditures and revenues.  
• Map clients/patients and compare with locations of service availability to determine service routes and 

where to locate future locations.  
• Search engine web application - Search engine tool - in a web application look-up function. This tool 

resides on the user website, and data from the data product is not accessible to those using the application 
or to any other third party, at any time. Aggregate data may not be provided for a single Postal CodeOM.  
o E.g.: A lookup table for the purpose of identifying various political districts in Canada based on a 

Postal CodeOM input (web form).  
o E.g.: A tool that provides salary reports to students and job hunters. Users type in their Postal 

CodeOM and salary data for a specific metropolitan area is provided.  
o E.g.: Small Business Enterprise Centre Locator Service will allow applicants to identify small 

business enterprise centres close to them based on their Postal CodesOM. This application most likely 
will use the Postal CodeOM-to-Postal CodeOM distance formulas to determine the closest centre to a 
given city name or Postal CodeOM.  

o E.g.: Non-profit organization that promotes sports & recreation uses tool to match participant 
member organization's Postal CodeOM information to relevant reports containing Census DA or CT 
profile data as well as local or regional information from their own datasets.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Section 1 – Postal Code Conversion File (PCCF) Access 

5 | P a g e

Appendix A 

Approved Postal Code Data Matching Uses for Data Liberation Initiative (DLI) Accredited Canadian Post-
Secondary Institution 

Matching Postal CodeOM data to geography for: 
o Teaching and learning purposes.

E.g.: Students can download PCCF on their laptop to do their assignments.  This includes
projects, maps, analytical papers, etc. Faculty can download and use the PCCF in teaching
exercises.

o Research purposes
E.g.: Can be used in analysis to write articles that are published in journals.  The data is not
shared but the results are published.  This also includes thesis for Masters or Doctorate where
results are required to be public.

o Planning purposes – where the institution can use the information in planning student recruitment activities
or find out where these students are coming from.

Affirmation 

I acknowledge that I have read and understand the terms and conditions under which the data product(s) can be 
used and that the organization will abide by them. 

__________________________________________ _______________________________________ 
Licence Administrator (please print)   Academic Institution 

____________________________________________ _________________________ 
Signature Date 

____________________________________________ 
DLI Contact (please print) 

____________________________________________ _________________________ 
Signature   Date 
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