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What is Open Data?

Open data and content 

can be freely used, 

modified, and shared

by anyone for any 

purpose

• Context

• Owner

• License and terms of use

• Human and machine readable

• Exceptions for privacy, national 

security, trade secret, etc
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Where is Open Data?
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http://dataportals.org



WHY ARE GOVERNMENTS DOING OPEN DATA?

• Openness, Transparency & Accountability

• Improve Public Services

• Innovation & Economic Value

• Public Sector Efficiency
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WHY ARE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES

DOING OPEN DATA?

All these:

• Openness, Transparency & Accountability

• Improve Public Services

• Innovation & Economic Value

• Public Sector Efficiency

Plus:

• Support Broader Government Agenda

• Answer Specific Development Questions
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BUDGET TRANSPARENCY & IMPROVED 

SERVICE DELIVERY IN UGANDA
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OPENING EDUCATION DATA IN BURKINA FASO
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TEACHER ABSENTEEISM IN NIGERIA
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TOOLS TO GET STARTED:

OPEN DATA TOOLKIT
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http://opendatatoolkit.worldbank.org



TOOLS TO GET STARTED:

OPEN DATA READINESS ASSESSMENTS
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TOOLS TO GET STARTED:

OPEN DATA READINESS ASSESSMENTS

Steps in an ODRA:

1. Form a small government counterpart team

2. Advance field work and desk research

3. 2 weeks of field work and ministerial interviews

4. Wrapup Workshop with Preliminary Findings

5. Full report of findings and Action Plan
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OPEN DATA & NSOs

NSO Objectives (NSDS)

• Produce high-quality 

statistics

• Authoritative published 

statistical record

• Greater use and usability 

of statistics
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Open Data Objectives

• Improved public services

• Greater transparency and 

accountability

• Innovation in use of data



OPEN DATA OPPORTUNITIES FOR NSOs

• Open Data increases use/-reuse of data; maximize 

investments in statistics and data production

• Open Data can reduce costs

• Increase in NSO profile, enhanced reputation

• Improved data quality

http://bit.ly/opendata-nsos
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http://bit.ly/opendata-nsos


ROLE OF NSOs IN OPEN DATA

• Source of high-value, high-demand govt. statistics

• Provide technical expertise

• Establish and oversee standards

• Provide training (in- and outside government)

• Engage international communities

• Usually not the lead or implementing agency
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INTEGRATING DDI WITH OPEN DATA CATALOGS
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http://extensions.ckan.org/



KEY LESSONS FOR SUCCESS

• Start small, learn, & grow

• Perfect is the enemy of 

the good

• Engage the public and 

civil society
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CASE STUDY: EDO STATE, NIGERIA
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http://data.edostate.gov.ng



CASE STUDY: EDO STATE, NIGERIA
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2 VIEWS ON DATA: REVOLUTION OR 

ECOSYSTEM?
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• Building partnerships

• Filling data gaps

• Strengthening data capacity

• Setting standards

• Putting data to use

• Citizens as data users & co-creators

• Catalyzing development



THANK YOU!

http://opendatatoolkit.worldbank.org

http://bit.ly/opendata-nsos

Tim Herzog – http://twitter.com/tgherzog



INTEGRATING DDI WITH OPEN DATA CATALOGS
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http://extensions.ckan.org


