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Benefits and Challenges
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International comparison @ CIHI:
reports, infographics, eTools 
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https://www.cihi.ca/en/health-system-
performance/performance-

reporting/international/oecd-interactive-tool-home

https://www.cihi.ca/en/health-system-performance/performance-reporting/international/oecd-interactive-tool-home
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Canada vs. Other Countries at a Glance

Quality of Care

Access to Care

Patient Safety

Health Status

Non-Medical Determinants of Health 
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How Canada Compares

Infant mortality

Obesity rates in adults

Wait times for specialists

Time doctors spend with patients

Post-operative pulmonary embolism 

Stroke mortality rates
Wait times for priority procedures

% of daily smokers

5-year relative survival for breast cancer

Post-operative sepsis in abdominal surgeries

International average
More desirable

Less desirable
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• 8

Sources of data
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• 9

Challenges
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• 10

What indicators are really saying?
Can countries be compared?
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• 11

One view
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Peer countries
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OECD indicators CIHI indicators

Methodology
specification

OECD methodologies CIHI methodologies

Risk 
adjustments

No risk adjustments Risk adjusted

Data years 1 year of data For some indicators, multiple years of data 
were used to reduce year-to-year variability

Age-sex
standardization

OECD standard
population

Canadian census of population

Similar CIHI’s indicators
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• 14

Big picture, 
focus, 

inspire change, 
cross-country learning 
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More information at

• International Comparisons: A Focus on Diabetes (2015): https://secure.cihi.ca/free_products/oecd-diabetes-report-

2015_en.pdf

• International Comparisons: A Focus on Quality of Care (2014): 

https://secure.cihi.ca/estore/productFamily.htm?locale=en&pf=PFC2451&lang=en&media=0

• Benchmarking Canada’s Health System: International Comparisons (2013): 

https://secure.cihi.ca/estore/productFamily.htm?locale=en&pf=PFC2416

• Learning From the Best: Benchmarking Canada’s Health System (2011): 

https://secure.cihi.ca/estore/productFamily.htm?pf=PFC1676&lang=en&media=0

• eTool: https://www.cihi.ca/en/health-system-performance/performance-reporting/international/oecd-interactive-

tool-home

https://secure.cihi.ca/free_products/oecd-diabetes-report-2015_en.pdf
https://secure.cihi.ca/estore/productFamily.htm?locale=en&pf=PFC2451&lang=en&media=0
https://secure.cihi.ca/estore/productFamily.htm?locale=en&pf=PFC2416
https://secure.cihi.ca/estore/productFamily.htm?pf=PFC1676&lang=en&media=0
https://www.cihi.ca/en/health-system-performance/performance-reporting/international/oecd-interactive-tool-home
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