
Quarterly Retail Commodity Survey - Survey Population 
 
 
QRCS is a sub-sample of the Monthly Retail Trade Survey sample (MRTS). 
Statistics Canada's Business Register (BR) provides the frame for MRTS. The 
BR is a structured list of businesses engaged in the production of goods and 
services in Canada. It is a centrally maintained database containing detailed 
descriptions of most business entities operating within Canada.  The BR includes 
all incorporated businesses, with or without employees. For unincorporated 
businesses, the BR includes all employer businesses, and businesses with no 
employees with annual sales greater than $30,000 that have a Goods and 
Services Tax (GST) account (the BR does not include unincorporated 
businesses with no employees and with annual sales less than $30,000). 
 
The businesses on the BR are represented by a hierarchical structure with four 
levels, with the statistical enterprise at the top, followed by the statistical 
company, the statistical establishment and the statistical location. An enterprise 
can be linked to one or more statistical companies, a statistical company can be 
linked to one or more statistical establishments, and a statistical establishment to 
one or more statistical locations.  
 
The target population for the MRTS consists of all statistical establishments on 
the BR that are classified to the retail sector using the North American Industry 
Classification System (NAICS) (approximately 215,000 establishments). The 
NAICS code range for the retail sector is 441100 to 453999. A statistical 
establishment is the production entity or the smallest grouping of production 
entities which: produces a homogeneous set of goods or services; does not 
cross provincial boundaries; and provides data on the value of output together 
with the cost of principal intermediate inputs used, along with the cost and 
quantity of labour used to produce the output. The production entity is a physical 
unit where the business operations are carried out. It must have a civic address 
and dedicated labour.  
 
The exclusions to the target population are ancillary establishments (producers of 
services in support of the activity of producing goods and services for the market 
of more than one establishment within the enterprise, and it is a cost centre or a 
discretionary expense centre for which data on all its costs including labour and 
depreciation can be reported by the business), future establishments, 
establishments with a missing or a zero gross business income (GBI) value on 
the BR and establishments in the following non-covered NAICS:  
 
- 4541 (electronic shopping and mail-order houses)  
- 4542 (vending machine operators)  
- 45431 (fuel dealers)  
- 45439 (other direct selling establishments) 



 
 
 


