The Canadi an Travel Survey (CTS) is a supplenent of the Labour
Force Survey (LFS). The target population is the civilian, non-
institutionalized population 15 years of age or nore in Canada's
ten provinces. Excluded fromLFS coverage are residents of the
Yukon, Northwest Territories and Nunavut, persons living on Indian
reserves, full-time nmenbers of the Canadi an Arnmed Forces, and
persons living in institutions (e.g., inmtes of penal
institutions and patients in hospitals or nursing homes who have
resided in the institution for nore than six nonths); together,

t hese groups represent an exclusion of |less than 3% of the
Canadi an popul ati on aged 15 and up.

Li ke other surveys such as the International Travel Survey, the
CTS is a nmpjor source of data used to neasure the size and status
of Canada’s tourismindustry. Developed to neasure the vol une,
characteristics and econom c inpact of donestic travel, it gathers
data on nore than 30 variabl es, including socio-economc profiles,
trip characteristics, and expenditures.

The main users of Survey data are the Canadi an Touri sm Comm ssi on
(CTC), the provinces, and tourismboards. Qher users include the
nmedi a, busi nesses, consultants and researchers.

The CTS is conducted by Statistics Canada wth the cooperation and
support of the Canadi an Touri sm Conm ssion and ten provinci al
governnents. In 1997, Statistics Canada’s Project to |Inprove
Provi ncial Economc Statistics (PIPES) al so becane invol ved:

annual detailed provincial information on interprovincial travel
is indispensable to the Project, the aimof which is to produce
data needed for estimating harnonized sales tax totals and

provi nci al distributions.

For CTS purposes, three criteria are used to define travel:
| engt h of stay, distance, and conpletion date.



In keeping with the distance criterion, residents of every

provi nce but Ontario nust report all day trips of at |east 80 km
(one-way only); Ontario residents nust report all day trips of at
| east 40 km (one-way only). This criterion does not apply to
trips involving one overnight stay or nore.

In keeping with the conpletion-date criterion, all qualifying
travel nmust have been made during the reference nmonth in question.

Furthernore, the followi ng are not considered travel: conmutes
bet ween home and work or school; one-way noves to a new residence;
tri ps made by nenbers of the operating crew of a bus, plane,
truck, etc.; anbulance rides to hospitals or clinics; trips
originating outside Canada; and trips lasting nore than one year.

Pl ease note that destination is not used as a selection criterion

for CTS travel. Regardless of whether the destination is in
Canada or el sewhere, all trips are considered travel if they neet
the other selection criteria and do not fall into any of the

excl uded cat egories mentioned previously.

Those CTS data published, however, are |imted to a sub-set of
Survey data. This sub-set, called DOVESTI C TRAVEL, includes trips
of at least 80 km (one-way only) to Canadi an destinations. This
restriction is made to conply with the definition of donestic
travel and instructions fromthe Wrld Tourism Organi zati on (WO).

Mor eover, data on travel outside the country is gathered by the
| NTERNATI ONAL TRAVEL SURVEY, the OFFI Cl AL survey used by
Statistics Canada to collect information on foreign travel

The Canadi an Travel Survey was conducted for the first tinme in
1979, and, beginning in 1980, every two years until 1996. It
becanme annual in 1997. From 1980 to the first quarter of 1992,
the Survey was carried out quarterly, i.e. respondents were
contacted at the end of every three-nonth period and asked to
report all travel conpleted during that tinme. Starting in the
second quarter of 1992, the reference period was reduced to one
nonth, with the sane respondents contacted for each nonth of the
quarter in question. Finally, in an effort to inprove data
quality, the collection nethod was adjusted again in 1994 in order
to draw on a new sanple of respondents every nonth. This nmethod is
still being used. The inproved collection nethod, however,
interrupted the tine series, with the result that data from 1992
and 1994 are not conparable with those gathered since 1996.

Al t hough no maj or net hodol ogi cal adj ustnments have been nade to the
Survey since 1996, various m nor changes have occurred.



